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EDITORIAL 

It seems an e t et-ni ty c.go when I first aa.t at a type"'-ri t-er 
a:o.d began typiog nut r1zy very first editorial. T~s , o£ 
course~ was fer '~' volun;e 1, number 11 (later cha.nged 

· ~o PRO'BE REPO::tT with tbe third. issue) , and it DJarked a 
very important atage in my UFO studios . ~ainl,y very 
na.ive , and totallY u..na.ware of' «hat .,us going on 'out 
there ', it was undeniably a very e:r.:cit ing exyarience to 
b e actually produ cing somethi~ that \10Uld. be read and 
referred_ to by others. What was ::"ir..ally produced was an 
einbarra.siog magazine that tha.nk!'ully ·....a.a only printed in 
a sr.all qua.ntity (100 copies ) all<! thio·· i ssue has rig!lt­
ful].y bfien forgotten. Yet it i s no"' sought aft er by 
coll oetora , fer &o other reason than to com:ol et e the sO"; a 
~ltllt began springing up as PROBE REPORT ctarted to gaio a 
little respect. 

~'hat is more , that ridiculous issue meari; eY~Qrything to 
tho ;roup at t~e ;;;.- (then knowr. as roro!l(SOOTHI11:S'i')) , 
because it wa.D believed. t hat this war.: cnly the start , a.~ 
that yearo l ater the g:"OUl) -.."'lild be l.ar'!'f!r in number and. 
p-.lb l ishing 3. journal that waul:J. be i nstructive r important. t 
and. circulated. i n t housa.nd.s throughout the wor l d . Not 
a.w:"-re of fi..nancial positio:1s in this subject , those dreams 
did !lOt saerr. unreasonable . It -...11.s a.h.a,J's thooght that 
FLYiNG SAUC"'...R REV1EW wa.a distributed. i n umpteen thousa.."ld:;., 
a.nd the.t the market was extrettely hea.lthy - and that 
people r eally '\-:anted to know what was goine on. Miles 
army f rcm r eat ity in !'act , and a lesson that ~ .. -as to be 
learned every ti.Jr.s the printihg and postage bills had t o 
be paid. 

Hhere ~re all those r..eople who r ead U?O books? ~(ny were 
t hey not buying our cnaga~ir.es? OtherG appea!'ed to bo 
doing fine , so why couldn ' t ~"P.? Obviou::>ly, t he ai tuation 
was t be sADe a l l over tha cour.try, and li 1. ~le ~ 
maga.zine just happened on the scene at t !l$ ~Tone tim~ . 
During O'.tl' fi::-st years , severa l other maga.zir.ee fell by 
t he \oJayside , a.r.d. at- thie :present timo, there i s only a 
fraction of tha l!'.JJDber of magazine·s being p>.1.b l ished 
compared t o what ttas around when r.e f.iT"st started in June 
1980. 

During Augii!Ot, a oopy of PROBE REPORT Volwne 4 , =ber • 
was re-turned through t he post, with the stamp torn off of: 
the plastic wrappina'• The Post Office ga-.re no reason for 
returning it, but . it a:m only bs surr:tisei t hat perhaps 
,.men the stamp 'r.l&s torn off , the addrc3a •.tao. also torr. 
off . (Tho et amp i s u euall.,y ad.'>erecl to t he F..d.droa3 label) . 
The f>I:ct that it Wd.S mailed out in a plastic beg :neat!e 
tba.t it .,.'3.8 eithe:- Sent to e. subscribol" , or to an exChange 
jourr.a.l .. Could ~nyone who did no~ roooi\re the la:;t icsue 
please contact the edi-;.ar a-s scon a s poss"!.ble whi l e 
sup,~:lies of Vnlume 4 1 number I laat .. 

Volume 4, llo 2 . ( I ss-.E 1.4) . 

On the. brighter side , there at-e some ja-.1rnala t hut forlll a 
very po3itiw contibution to">.-ards 'Br-itish lEO pu,Ql ishing 
tradi~ion , an:l it t·rould b,c an extremely sad blow t o nee 
thee~ collapse as l-Jell . ThGre haa always beer. l<"SR , ldlich 
a.l t.hQUdh :'laa BU.ffered a decline owr the laot f"e..- yoars 
(aJ".d plumrr.eted. over the la.st fe•.: issues} ceve:-thelee;s eti ll 
cta.c.d.& as one of th.e ~..orlc!. ' s most -respected U.FO publicatio:~s. 
It would be tragic i f this maga.~ine shO'..lld eve!' collapse -
u.s H wou ld. if NCET!!ERU oro tn;\iS. should stop publishing. · 
:.:':l.itied by Jenr..,y ;l:a.."ldles, it has recently reached is.sue 103 , 
a fine "-otiewment by ars.y 1:0ta:.nda.rd~ . MAOONIA 1 ... ilich if you 
add the issuea p1..1blished as NU?OB ,. ha.s~.leceede:i. in 
o~:~ta.blisbinJ; its posi'tion i r.'""iM:ti3h ufoloQ", reoor.tly 
rcacUing nw:'ioer 62. 

Another plue ie that BUt<:& is s.iming to im,Pr ovo the 
q-J.ality a.r.d content of it& publications, tritb a g:reat er 
et:lphasis being plaoei on the JC..'\JRUAL OF mANSIElfi' AERIAL 
~~ ~b! respecte:i resee.rch pu~lj cation .. The~ 
BUIJ.ETTii i s being upgrs..C.ed Crom 1984, aM- 3U1i"Ca.A PRO!IE is 
~ma .. .l<:e its dcl:ut &?J:e&:rance in J a.nuD.ry 1984.. ~ 
JClmNAL, eadly diJninished in its J)roduotion quality when 
compared to its 1'1rst issue , nevertheless is still aiming 
t o present r e spectable D"J<:Lterial.. Although controvereial 1 

perl>.a:ps far t eo controversial at til!le s 1 I am sure that 
O~P do have u.f'ology ir. t !J.eir ·oest inte::-ests. This is yet 
to emer ee ir:. thei:- ....-ritings, it is !air to D?V" 1 a.s cost of 
theU" encrgi.ee seem to be. directed in oriticisrus of oth!'_rs . 
Yet 1 \dlat they say doeJ.: carry merit, and if t he OS£AP t ea."n 
were more rll ling t o co-o~cratc with other uro or.gal'.ia:&tion.s ' 
perhaps there wcr.1.ld be ve::-y li'ttle to cr-itise if the c001bi!led. 
efforts pr oduced the dosi:'ed re.sults? It is no f'un tc 
continu01;sly arg-.re, as I .myself have til"ed of this in UFO 
jom-l'..!l.ls , probably arising after ~· upeettir-r; Zo e.a.ny pocple 
over t he ;a,Gt tbreo ar:ld a half y~a.re . 

Looltini arou!lt., there are a.lso other TEO tRagazir.et that ~ 
dotted about th.P. cot:.ntry • each ;loin.g their owr.. t hing , and 
trying to be~ter tho:t~eelves . SCX!Ie e.re :i.mproving &t a fe.st 
re.te 1 and this 'ICU.St sui-ely makB the pa.s.sing of F:=iOIS P.EPORT 
a aomet.ffiat 1eP.s important o.ecasion.. I t wi l l always ren:.ain 
i~r.portant for me as e:litor th0".1gh, hee;quRe it will mean that 
my dream never did. cOtlle t~J.e. ~. but to those who helped 
make it partial ly come t!"'.J.e, 1 thank YO'.l • 

Speaking in u.:1 earlier passage of t he quest f'o::- back 
is3ue2 of '~' 1 the following adver~ ha.a been sen~ for 
publication: 

~:A~, PROBE: Nos \fol 1, :nunber 1 anri 2 , a.nci, PROnE REPORT 
Tfo l 1 1 tr:i'rnbe'r 4 . Wil l .Q&y £1 each. Telephone (J{ 38 25860. 

3XCHA11C!E P"JDLICATIO!iS. '!'hie ~"ill contirn:.e 1rith miroRA 
~' eo plea.se ma.it1tai.n p:-e\-ious aereements .. ~to 
t!le enclosed note . 
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De&r :ut.i~or, 
ReoentJ...j• I ba•Js been receiving PROBE REPORT as part of my 
l!UFORA su.bscription. Althou.gh thb r::.ajority of its con~en~s 
is or an excellent quality , I think; I r:ust point out that 
the SIG:'lA..LS pt..ge Shou l d have. a ch2..nge of name , ie THE 
BATT!EFP"...LD. Al l I seem to fir.d u..'lier th!s part i cular 
headi ng a..."'tl investigators a.nl rosee.rchers coJXiomning en.ch 
others ' work in a rather unprofessior..a.l manner . For 
example, in PR 1/ol 3, J{o 3 YO'~ ha'."c Bob 3oyd ' s l etter 
attackirol) PR03E RE?OR'1"'s criticism of PUFORG't:t book, UFOs 
Over Ptvma.1t:h and fol l owing that P30BE P.EPORT ' s orit:ioi3D 
of P\lr'CRC's attaelc (cc!U'us~ng?) . ste•.w.rt Car.>~bell i o next, 
oha.st:.sing Geoff Bird for his arti.cle on Ccorgo Adr.:nsk.i. 
PR Vol 4 1 ?Io 1; Brenda Bu~le!"' up ir. armo ubaut SCUF'CSI 1a 
rezear::lh into 't.hc Rendle~ham C;ls e, i.her. Martin Shipp's 
a.newer to Rrer.da's oompla.ints and tho 'Piece C.e Resicta:c.oe' 
hac got to be A.r;thon,y ?ace's unfotu:ded and abusive letter. 
.,"hioh I a.m. 0\.U'e wa5: totally unnecessary. 

Please do not think I am agit.inst constructive, in-telliGent 
oritici~m of each others' t:::teories e..od their approaches to 
tb.o&e theo:rie3 . But tote will neve:ro t"it:4 out t he true ori5in 
of UFOs if we kBep on 'ua:~-doing • ee.cll other. PROBS REPORT 
is not at fault for tbis sitUE.tion., b"J.t it is t he ut'olo­
giste who parti cipate in dieree;e.ctf ul attacks on each 
other tha.t do ,ueat ha:r:r. tc t h i !i :n;.bjeet . 

Y cure sincere~· 1 

~t . R. ~·lOOT'l'E:'J I 
BUF<:lRA RIC, Es.st ' 3egion 1 
Le:,~or., 

London. 

(I sympathise with you., and. certainly agree with you that 
pe:rsonaliaei a.-:tackq ha~ no pla.oe in this sub j ect - yet 
I reel that if sooeone sef'l.ds in a le-:ter L"l U.c vain of 
the Pace leo:;ter a..s published in PR 4/1, at-tacking wl-.a.~ I 
do , I !l'r.lat let otbe!'S ece what is being said. Bu.t to 
agree •Ai:th you, personal digs should. !'lewr have. to 
appea.r- in pri!lt . On tt'..e othor :hand 1 strong criticiSin of 
new theories a.r.C. bypoth.eaes is essential to highl ight 
flaws , if such flaws exist . ·rhat i.! const ructive , ar.d. 
thi!i ous;ht to be appreei.ate:l by the proponent.. One 
":U"Oblem lies :in t he fact ~h&t c~rtai!l people rea.ct too 
~trongl:r to oritioism, and t ak.g it a s pcraorml. Some 
pe.o~le a:re almos t paasiona.tel.7 ' obsessed 1 ·.~:itb their pet 
theories that a.ny attempt to query tl:.eil" \orork i s seen a.e a. 
cha!"acter il33ir.o.tion . linQther proble:ll i:; t hat some othar$ 
aro juRt s:i.tnpl:! rude a!ld narrow-minded. Alao , i t must be 
a.ppreciateC. tha~ nothing stiar.1la.tos a ::-ead.er into t,Q"iting 
~eore t han a good, old- fa.shioped argument . It :ices make 
intereoting reading, and by wri~in.g , reade:-a can let off 
steam i.J1 rela.ti·.re comfort . Arg.l.JDent is much core useful 
tha:!:l. oodles of praise in az:ur case, and it i s becau3e of all 
the se rae.aons that the ·mo.ture of tr.e SI'JNP.LS C:oluJn:n r.till 
prol:ab ly ne"re"r cb.'l.nge . 3o"A oa.n it wften pract ica l ly all the 
correspo:ld.ence io generated. by d:iaa.greerr.ent? And with tt.at 
in initli, read on. . ... . :'.d) 

Dear Sir, 
Please allo-:.: rr.e t o rePly to Paul 1>-!•rereux ' s reaction to oy 
r e view of RAP.1H 'LIG":ITS. 
1 • . I ti!t.k-e i t a s a compli.."'lCr.t to be. accuaed of ' professional 
libel 1 ; I had. thought I r.'3J3 merely a~ amateur % However, · 
there was no libel. That McCartney is a.n ao-l.tcur doos not 
mean tha.t he is unqaa.lifiedj it merel.:t ttteans that he ia not 
a prof'cs s io!'lal geologis~ ( o:r geoebel:'.iet ) , th!l.t he is not 
attached to any of 3ritain ' s acaierr.ic ins\it'o.1t!.onz or gec-
peysice.l orgsr.iaaticns. . 
2 • . I ca.n hardly a.oeept a. statement that Jenny P.andles' 
fortilCOJting book sup;:orts Devereux ' s argument; m.y problem 
ia that Deve.re·.lX' s o;..-n book does not m:.pport it l 
3· My ' intellectual i."lt:eg;rity I i o ecubted because I cannot 
seo oloce eor:ocl.ationo ;..•hich .Devereux C3.J"o 5ee . Correlations 

. aopear to be in the eye of t he correla.tor, a..nd one IIIUBt ask 
whether Devere1.1X has not deceived hirnse l.f. !t is not clear 

2 

to rna t!la.t there iEl an ' obvious "";ectonic r e la.tionship to.i. o;b 
UFOs • •• 1 

4 . It <ices not matter whether Dever eux. r.:!'l.:ie 2. major claim 
about atone cir c l ez and t hu r.ders"";orms ; he oad .. e a claim that 
there waa a correlation. As for maps of .:;hunierstorm 
ac'tivity , he shouli eee 'BS CP )26 : 1965, a map frelfl which 
was reproduced. in roy article • A Natural Theory of Ulo'Os' in 
J - TAP, 1(3) 59 (J,.Jy/ Aug 1980). It .-•pports "\\' criticism. 
,; . l!egalithic ts!.tes elu.ster t owards the NE e.nd SW e-rtrem-
i tiea of the Grea.t Glen because it was a majo:' access route, 
not bece.:use it fc-roa an earth fa:.1lt. 
6 . It i s not I, "out Devereux who is ' hopelessly cu.t o~ 
order ' on the .rr.a.V~er of vitrifier! forts, a!ld, it illl1atra.tas 
his wi ~t"\1 1 disregard for .facts. The tes-; to :..-hich he refer t 
W"d.S COD"lucted by Dr la.:l Ral otor. of the Univerait,y of Aber­
deen, and an &CC:>u."'lt can be found in lta:leti n of Experimenta l 
Arcbaeolc& (Uni v . or southampton) 4 , 1983, 10..11 . The 
etl".J.cture • .. -ac not a. 0\l..i.rn; it was a d.ete.ched sector of 
t,-all built according to tha a.noien't pa.tt:ern. The ' t:ruok.­
lon.d:; of ~imbor ' -..:are t:lostly fast-b"-.u"ning off- cuts, one of 
the pri~:~e f\J..:lotiO!:lB of llfhicb waa to d:!:y ou~ the wall, 
which had become very wet . The wall did not burn •for 
days on end ', e.lthougl:. it mtgh-e have dcne if it h2d not 
been prematurely demolished (at"ter onl y 20 hqurs}. The 
'clinker ' f':roro the wall wa.e identice.l to s.imple3 ool!ected 
from 11i trified. fort sites 1 and. s<Xte fr.a.gmenta aro oc show 
in Aberdeen . It appears ~hat ' the ' archaeologist ' quoted 
by Davereu.:x is Arthur C Clarke 1 ;.'hoe;~ vie'llffi on t he mt"tcr 
arc not she.red by Dr 3alston. Ra.lston sta.tes tba.t t hot-e 
i s no oystery about the vitri£ie.d. forts . If 'i)evereux does 
not like be ing cr.ased , then r.e s hould not run away f'l"om 
'th2 fa.cts. 
7. I wao not reviewing a •review copy' of' the book; the 
er rors I listed ap~-ear i:1 the eow held by The British 
Lib ,a:-y l 
8 . Agai n Devereux ref'J.ae:; to ft.oe facts in t:1.e ca.ae. of 
t he J~nz:1ingc 'ball lightning 1 photograpl:. (l"&'liewed in 
J- l'AP 2(5) 8<>-89) . !lis talk of lateral dhplacelllent a.n:t 
parallax is nonae·nse; there i a no evide:c.ce t·htlt the e&r.l~a 
a:nd. the l i ght source · .. -ere moving t?wa.rds o.r a;.'Q.y· from one 
another . The lightning ~risible in the photograph ia in tile 
fa.r distance, noNher& near t he la:n_p stat:dard. I did not 
cla.i.m that the ,ph.o-cograph is a. fake; I merely sa.y tMt 
Jennings was mistaken . Tha:t ]L real ly exieta d::>e.e not 
justify illustra.ting it 'h-:.th a photograph ;..hlcb does not 
sb.ow it. 
9 . i'lh,y • ... -oe:.ld I oe:-~ticn b \s.o'k BL if ! caild not aJ\2 .... -er 
Cf.l&stions on it? Does Devereux ~ir..k that I invented it? 
Ho\'1 is i t that he i3 ignorant of this aerial phenotl".enon? 
10. ll m:J natura.l the?r,Y of ~: [o'()a iS 'half- cocked 1 t it will 
at lu-p.at bri.ng down eoma OFCs . I doubt that Devereux's 
dud theo"y (hax<lly a ' thesi• • ) >lill br~ do•n a.n,y ! 
11. Devere-.u: rnakos t he outrageous claia. tha~ 'NOBODY has 
proved. a!l.Ythi..Ds about Uf.Os . • • t! Many t iocluiin& r.!3'SClf t 

have pro·vai tt.at ::oce uro repor ts are false , and. that tna.l\Y 
others he.ve c001r.on:place 6..1:?l.anatione. 1 have sho--.<n that 
UFOa !!avo much in C::)tU(Ion wi t!l BL. 'rJha:t haG Dewreux shown? 
12. If t here i s ;)J'}y evidence that str essed rooks produce 
lig..ot (qu~te apart froo ?iazoelectricity) , thon I haw yet 
to sec it . 

Yours !"<iitr.fUlly, 
SmJART . OO!PB!:LII, 
Edinburg£. . 

Dear Editor , 
:fe at UFO n~n.A.TIO~lAL have read with sor:-ow yaur decision 
to cease publi caticr: of ?ROBE REPOR'l' ar.d. to stop activities 
a.s an inveatieativc. group . Of course , -:.."e have known of 
th.e'sc impending moveR and tho l"<!asona for them for some tia-.e, 
"out -;o see them i n print .bas an air of finality . Yr:!Jr edit­
orial says it all ; if the REF<llT had been full of aecour.tc 
of Dick Barton-type invectigators chasing round the cour.~ry 
in pursuit of eluaive spaoem&n, and ir:.trepidl,:; thwarting the 
evi l lttBa , t!\en Ml8 have no dcm.bt yau:r sale s figureR would 

- hB.ve. beer. some~t different . It io not only the public 



th t.Lt is no t ready for raspon.aible ufology; there are qui t e 
a f ew yracti tionwrs of t he ar t ..m.o are in the :Sl!1tr.e posi tion. 
In our opinion, tho f inanola.l po:;ition Hhich has causod y ou 
to take t hie unfortuna:te at ep i s an ind.i.etzont. o!' tho eta.te 
of utology gcncTally . 

That you angered peovle b.7 having a f$0 at t he 'true bel ievers ' 
of variouc ki..nda , indicate£ to u s the exposure of t heiJ:" true 
nature; t hey ,._~ro unab l 0 'tO defend tbeir posi tion by M asoned 
a rgument so they resortGd i.o a.b\ls e or 3Ulking... Ue too 
)u;Lve expo!"ionoed this reaction. 'il'• hope -that you td l l be 
able t o contimo your ego-def'lating &ctiviti ee i n t no 
future .. 

The latest i seue of PROBE RJ:..""'PC6T i s Hel l up to t ho usual 
etarxiard , \71 th pl ent-y of' i~as end oontrovertty to ma.ke 
pooplo uoe t heir grey matter - t ha only '-<3sto of epa-ee b e i ng 
~tr Pa.02 ' a letter.. He a.ppro ei a.t e that you we.w honour-boWld 
to print it, but what a. pathetic mixture of chi ldish pi([Ue 
o.nd. pomposit y . Perhaps an example of one of t he things 
wong with people5' a t titudes in ufology. lt looks a s if' 
PROBE REi' CRT is goiJll: to sin!< «i th fla~;a f lying ~od &11 
guns firir..g, 1-:hich is appropriate . iJe 'Wish you all sUC09eE 

with .DOJ'ORA PROBE and look forttral"d t o ~eing it , go.ns . 
flags ruld. all ! 

Yours, 
PETER T.t..'l"£ , 
ellGirman, UFO Il'l'r.:RNA'l'I OIIAL, 
Xings>OOod, 
Bris t ol . 

(Many th-l...Oks f o1· your s@nt ime nts , althoueh as· I si t he re 
typi ng ou.t tho ver y las t pa.ge a o'f PROBE REPO:rt', I ooo no 
signs of any flaes Ol" guns •• • more like a. white ha."Ulker­
clsie.f being waved on t he end of a :l'rtiick, ani a ~pent POP­
gun. Look.ing o.t th~ shel ves a.nd seeing the firet .i scues 
at;.ulding; the-re:, it oertainl,y 'bri~ ba.ok tile memories of 
how ..., ... intended t o ODe!. day r ea ch 100 issues, and be the 
beat in our field. It Ir!O r ely seems so pointless at t he 
moment .. Stil l , as you say , BUJi'ORA. PROBE is only around 
the corneT, .urJ.. I t oo ..._"ish for e .... ""O r y aucoees w1. t h 1 t. 
PROBE will off icially dis:sol ve. as a.n a ctive group fr® 
October 1983 , but ""' will oerta.i.nly all eet back together 
for pr ojects (N%'iting or practi cal) cuch as duri.o.g t he 
1984 9llmler months when .., shall be ver-j buay ( eoe t be 
Mystery Circles article , DiUVI!iG US ROUND Il'l CI RCLES 
e ls&where i n this issue) . So theN are certa inly many 
t hings t o l ook forward t o. Ed} 

In winding up t he P.ROBE UFO l nveatica.t ion Group operations, 
it was f'elt t hat publ i shing a couple of candid sbots of a 
Lon.g-sta.c.ding team member WO".lld. no·t go ;unic$ . Your editor 
lmows th.s.t t he:re a r e more iTllJ)orta.nt thillgo t hat cou l d be 
pub l ished , but ao tffl.a.t . ... ~rroJ wi l l probab ly be best 
r4m.e:mbered for his ''SIC!WA.TCH PAGE" t :na.t graced some e~li~r 
issues o:f PROBE REPORT, a.nd it i s kno'trn that m.r....v peop l e 
obtained enjoymen-t from hi s an:ti o:s o.n t hose cold \tamin~ter 
hilltop• . 
So , UllE.I.!ii:l.amed.ly, here a...~ t HO ;f-d"-IOW'i't e :::hot s or ~M"Y 
'Chiver s from the PROBE archives. 

Q!le of the favourites , t aken a.t Stroud during an invest­
igation into a seri es of Nported U1i'Os sean over seve.ra.l 
weks. Nothing more can. be eaid, ex cept £or t he capt i on • • • 

' Terry Chivera enters a. field to .speak t o tha only cltneeses 
...... "h.o "t:are present a.t tha time of thf! sighting. The 11.'itueaeee 
l ook on "ri.tb e.ppxehenei on. ' 

Dear Bdi tor , 
Yes - I d o .lolol-1~ t he full tit le of yt;N;.r excellent journal : 

. see C"<Jy referettei!; to PROBE R!WORT (Lt 't b~ begir,.ning of my 
l etter (PR Vol 4 , No 1) . ifotrever, t her e are nearly a dozen 
~ntio.rJ.S of PRODE on i te own on the 7r!'r~· covar! 

Jenny Rsnd ee (PR 1/ol 4 , 11o 1 , !"'.,"" 4 f ) and I aeern to bo 
l argely in aueamant in our approach t o the UFO sYndrocto . 
Sorry if I have not yet s ol ved t he enigma'· but I am ·..rork:ing 
at it .. I pr ovi sionally aeeepi. the b ona. fides of ~ir Pri ce' . 
~bat ue hav& to a~k ou.rsclvea i e ,..,;hath~r :his evidence is 
( a ) of a hi g\1 le·,d of r e liability (!{;< rofe~en.oe t o hi• 
ll data." should read 11da.te" )i ("b ) one of coll ective pe·reip­
ience; (c) supported by exte:r11CL1 , ilY.iependent data , such a.s 
physical t races? I t i s not . It there:fore seems r easona-ble 
to ola..1isify t his case aa one of perci pi ent-med iated ( 1) 
a pparit ion of a euOje otive , d-!.lu~io~l or ha. ll'\leii'..a.tor y 
kind . SUch t erms relat e to s trai.ghtfor"IU'd. psyoholoe;.r with 
nothing "exot i c" ("etra.nge 11 j ''b i zarr e "; OED) a.bcu.t thl)~ . 

As tor Jenn~,y • s a lleged coaln-.an , per:haps he ought to be 
reported t o Toey Pace : I s hould be most apprt;th9ns i ve a:oou.t 
a man of ·dark appearance l..ilo makes erratic .. ~ekl,y C..'l.l 1s 
•:i-thou.t appareoti.y transacting ii.n:f r ea.l busi ness. 

Yoors sincerel..y , 
l!.l.ImlED et.SSI?.Di, 
London. 

(1) Jen.n,y i s aot alone in goitlg in for neologi e.ms; I 
prefer mino to ''per oipien"t-<!!:!pe.rrl.9nt'' (Schoenherr i r. 
UPL'Ul, 'lol ··rv , No 1. 114) . 

CORRESPONDENCE is t,"elco~ed. in response to thi s , or aJ\i. of 
t he previcrJ..S issues of PROB!i ;g;poRT. As t his is t ho laet 
SI GNALS column t o ever see light of day 1 :pleese a ddress 
your com:nents t o t he editor , Ltt!! MRZ!Gl.OD, 16 l·lar igold. 
'.Glk, As!rlon, BRIS'roL !IS3 2PD, El!Cl.U:Jl . By t hen, t ope ­
f u lly a. new letters ~ title 3hould be in Qperatio~. 
Letters or CODllnent on t his i SGU!!! ~>i. J '!. a ppear in the first 
WFOM Pl!OBE in January 1984. 

!i rteL" t he very f i rs·; t E:dtibition h4ll.5. a.t the ~acbe!. 
For1ler Cent1•e i n Melks'n.;:!:lt Z.-lilts~~iro:? , !\.ll t he ~·~-eepi!:~1\J> 
chores ~;e re loft t.:o g-ood ~ld Terr .\· . ~-a ~i lst evl;!r~·o t :t> t'! h:e 
11.'ea sat l'sck. c:o t~·a.tul9.ti_~ e~ch ot~:el· ou ~ m::.~et~ ~": f'\11 
e.xb i bi't:i.on , ~rr,: l'fa$ h . .:t.rd .. :\'\: h"Ork . ;,ltr!:~ be ~ ~.t:i oed t he 
la.ok of rnoti('ll1 i n ~\!l' c ... ,rner 1 !~ s;:..!.•t;.ad. ~c S..'l." sani::!thil'lt7 
i:Cl all oanoerlled ••• ~om!!' thin.:; l.i.k~ , ~~~::.· , .:U'i'ln 1 t you ~ 
d a$ht:'ld. 1.~ · l ot, a.~ :u·.r oe , tnt ! 1;ut ! 11 & CC'.ll':e;1! 1 fl·~m 
t he ex-p1·~s~iou ropttu·.e:d ol\ hi a f!\.<>3 , CIU.:! coul·i Oe under­
stood fel' mist<.lkir~ ·.;hi\t :1e s .::.i.'l ! .. e-1' etom~thlt:,s .:1 litt l e 
more seve L'(t . 



l-hloh ~s i"t has "been aga-inst -this eu.thor ' s better inta11tions , 
it has b&en doeidatJ. that a. reviev of t h.e recen·t 'm.:rste.ry 
circl?s in the cornfie l ds ' sit1.1.9.tion be carried in these 
pa.ges . Th~<~ re uctMce stems :fr<Xn two rea.aonss 

a) that sufficient co"-era~ has a.lready been given to 
the circl es in. ?ROBE RE?QR111 IJ-.1\d e lsot.fflare s ince 
1980 ( t ), and 

b) art icles on corn:fielli circles in a UFO journo.l ~n 
or could create a l i nk' betwaon t he circles and. uros, 
..nte::reas it i!i cert ain that non~ exists. 

Ro...,"GVOr, t his yc3rs ' appea.ra.ncee lt.ava bad a significa.nt 
bee.rine on the course of PROBE's annual r6sea.rcb , and nmny 
1ntere~ting aspects of 'the ...,'hole circle saga have OOC!!e to 
PROBE ' s attention. Initially, this year saw t he app:Jarar'l~ 
of f orma.tions of f'ive circles set in alrnoet perfect ge~ 
matric arro..ngoment. secondly, ob Vious ly bE! cause of the 
novelty of the patter ns , the praes and TlJ became :hrte:restM 
&nd >ddel,y covered. the"; the DAILY ;<;Xl'l!RSS loading the 
race for t ha rnoet outrageous ca.mpaiKn (2) .. ?he trro 
connection ~ stronely em?baaised throughout t he media 
covara.go, and ' 'Uli'O spotters•• a.nd. '10 FO experts" "'-ere ot'ten 
quoted aG supporting t :ba UFO thaor y . 'Ko n Roger s, fowlier 
of .!llll!Q:j (and still planting ill!f2ll aft er his namo ~<h<ln 
quoted iti the pro s a ) own r,.oe nt to th& extremes of predict­
ing' increased UFO activity O'lt"''lr the AusuGt bank hol iday 
weekend., no doubt intended t o publ iciee his annua l 
War<ninuter Slcy>.atch >'Oatival ( 3) . But the t hird , most 
sienif ice.nt factor t o emerge from t his ,as t hl'l total 
1gnora!108 shown. by ~:a.ny appa.rent lJ experitl!nced uro invest­
iga'\ors. 

Referring to point {a) abo~, it is not unreasonable to 
to ha·.re 3.Si'umed t hat thes@' inveatigators (a llegedly keen 
enough on t heir" subject to have fam:\liarieod themselwo 
r,d, t h up-to-date invest i;gation and. research) would at l e:a.st 
have been a ware tmt such circl a.a wer-1 regularly appearing 
in westCO'\l..O'try cornfie lds. ~et many orere e.atound.od b.r 
c:Omm.ent s mad.o by Jan.n.y Ra.ndl~s in the oational press (4) 
'"'here sh9 referred to tM whl r lwind theory 1:hat oftA:red 
seeminel:r reasonbble expla.nn:\.ions f or the oirol~~ ' 
appeara.nce11. Those statements to the press n1!!1re met wi.th 
a certili n amount of hOstility from invos:'tigatoro a.nd a. 
va:ry t>1.. rong- re l uctance t o accept t he 'lllhir l wiod theory \4a.S 

evident (5 ). This d i:i not stem out of infoNe.d. th&o:ries . 
on rooteorological a.nomal i as , but a pre :fer& nee for exotic 
UFO encou.otero. 

Fourthly , and equ2.lly signi£i~nt t o tbe circle saga • this 
a.r t iclo h~ appearing- to r13port on t he latent find. il'lel,-s (·,..hicb 
a.ro cxtrotr.oly vi:tal to ~he s tructure of t'he lrhole whirlwind 
t haory) and. ue a aervice t o net~ r eeders and loJl8'-stand.ing 
readers who ~ wish to kl1ow wha.t was actually occurring 
in ·oet lo/Gen tho prof &se ional j ournal i sm tha.t distorted t h& 
ewnts beyond propor tiO». ·It rnight also be sdded that aey 
fz.ilur e by PROBE R.."'i!POR1' to mention the Circles , especial ly 
s.s they aro virtually on our bacl.:: door , oo11ld be ~een by 
some as nnotber UFO oove!"-up - a mi we don ' t ever wish to 
becocne involved with anything l ika t hat! 

19!)3 - " Good Har""st 
Pra.ctica.lly t he 'WhOle nation became a~oaro t hat GomP.tb.ing odd 
had happened in .u. cornfield bonea.th the westbury Hhi t <-~ Horse 
on the \Jes~bury / Bratton ro;d , the 1!3098 (OS ~ap r<fe,...nce 
t84 900520) ~non the ll.\lLY EXPRESS reported t he appearance 
of tbe first set of five cirol e:a on ~londay 11th J uly . But 
Hiltshire residents ~N: first t-reated t o t ho ne~ via 1:he 
'/IILTSJIIRE Tll!ES which r opot"ted tile evant on l"riday 8-lh July. 
The EXPllE5S oovera.ge opened. ib~ :floodgates a.n;i both .BBC ar.d 
Ind.apendcnt TV featured t he oi:t'Oles on t he ir early evening 
news a.nd breakfast televi sion program-s. The DAILY ST.aa 
gent a reporter to this add.res~ to obtain photogra:phs of t he 
circles ao <l.$ not t o be 'scooped ' by a..~ otheT national 
tabloids, and of course they loft empty hardod . 
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Bver y -..-estcountry new-s:pS:per , a.t l eas t thoSe r~ la.t ively local 
to th::~ area , lat ched on t o ibt;f ci rcles ani a l l could. see 
big sales i n pushing the 'UPO' side vf the story.. Theories 
were bounded about, ran.ging from r uttin& deer and Da:t.ine 
ba.d€:9rs, to ove:r-enihusiasti c couples clta.siug ea.ch other 
a.round in oirclee. "lothor fox:ee ·..rere blamed to:r toacbing 
\ heir you~ offspring to hunt in eire lea , a..>;:i . hel icopters 
were once a.ga.in accu.sed. of f' la.t t ening the corn. 

:1hirhri.nds weTe theoriaed by a. f~w people , includ1 ng farmer~ , 

Qut the genera-l opinion of this theor y was tDat tb.e arra.nge­
rnent 'IQS too s t r ange for oo..mon fai.r-~;ea.ther whir l lfinds . 
Practica.l jo~rs wer e. ~lso bl..a.l:ed , a lthough no-one came 
:forward to claim t he credit, as is usual once t he joke 
beco:n~a old nftloffl. 

Cheesefoot Head , in \Hncheetcr t F.aJDpshire , in t he rr.eantille 
:presented its own "t of circloe , and these were featured in 
t he OAlL~ EXPRESS on Tuesday 12th July 1983 , with seemingl,y 
si.o.,_i l.e.J: measurement!J 1 namely a larger ce.ntral circl e 
averaging out i n 1he region of 60 foot s.cross, and four 
out er 1 Batolli1e 1 circles measuring 12 to 15 .feet aCroas. 
lJothirJJ;;' more: ..as said about the Cb.el!l~ff;\Ot Read circl es, 
except that th!£ site played host to an unusual :forma.tion 
of t hree oirclea in tho su=or of 1981 . PROllE REPORT 
carried a.n e xamination of t hese in an earlier issue (6) . 

On 9th July 1 backtracking sl ig.'l.t ly, members of PROD'£ 
visited th~ 1o.\!stbury White Horae E:ite t o obtain photo­
graphs for fUrther ana.lysis, a.n:i also t o r ende3VOus with 
Dr G. Ter-enoe Uend.en o:f the Tornado & Storm Re~earch 
Organi sation b ased. in Trowbridge, Hiltshire . Dr ll!:cuden 
wa.e tbe meteoro logist "'~o initiallY p~ted the whirhri.nd. 
hypot hesi s i n 1980 aft6r the appearance of the first 
oircle , incidentally again a t the foot of tho iihi to Horae . (7) 
F.owver, a..:.f'4'...er dizoussing this years • appearance to.'ith Dr 
lleeden , he left 'to ''isit Cley Hi l l just outside Warminetor 
l'lhich wa.:; t hG soone ot s everal oiroles in 1982. tatoT 
that ~fternoon be ci.i$COvered anot~t'l:r fort:tation of five 
oirolee , but ~he four sate l lite circles werii much c 1 n o .:.yo 
to the la.rge:r C$ntra.l one . 

'!~his information 1.tas kept quiet a.nd the press \o.'l!'re not 
informed, so no ment ion ~ givon or tbese ci rcles when 
the Swindon ADVCR'I'ISER roported the diacovery of' another 
five-circle formation in ~i'iln~, Oxt'ordehire .. This 
articl e rol'e.rre4 t o t ba >Jestbury circles , but md.e no 
ment i on of the Clcy Ki l l oet. The ADVERTISER JM.d.e it very 
c l ear from their u-ticle that t hey thought it a l l a hoax , 
ccnsiructed. a2 a copy ot the others \llrea.dy in oxietencG. 
SCOFORI visited the scone a."\d produ~ sOrtie e xcel lent 
pb.o-tographo , and also a&reed with the A!>V!J!-l'IS!lt in that 
the,r too O..lieved that a ho<U was involved (B) . 

To recap t he situation , and to l iterally count t he nu.m"oer 
of ci rcles that had Gbo'rm up, rcoord.a were needed. Not 
onl.y ~;,-ere four set s of five circles now known t o erlst, 
but a.notbe.r s i ngle cir c l e had also been dis covored i n tQo 
same field as the WOet'bury formiion. This Was similar to 
other s ir_.ele c i rcle:.> that had be~n discovered in the. past, 
but i t wa~ smaller a.nd slightly irregular, I'IUCh mo:r-e QO 
than aarlic:r e.:mmpl ca . never·t heless, a.a PROB'E members had. 
been at t he site on Fri da,y 8th July when it was ' no't there J 
it tta.s certai nly evi<ient on Sa.turda¥ 9th when the meetin.g 
with Dr llea.dan took plaoo . So it had to have appeared 
eithe-r very late on t he Frida,y (a.fto-r 9oCO lJCI ) or early on. 
'the Sat\ll"d.a,y oe:rorc tho picnio par-tie s would arrive .. · 

On 6th August mem'bers of PROBS rnet in We-""minst f!r for a 
soeia.l oeca.sion , and. decided to visit the ~&tbury tofhite 
frorae f or the purpose of shor.ino a Lonion visi tor exactly 
llhat the Circles l ookBd lllce in real life . To say that all 



concerned were stunned is slightly understating the case. 
Placed next to the original set of five was another smaller 
formation, but again displaying the larger central circle 
surrounded by four satellites. These were photographed by 
us, but it did occur that it was indeed strange that the 
press had not covered this second occurrence. 

On the way back to Warminster, passing the village of Upton 
Scudamore, another single circle was spotted in the field to 
the left. This was at map reference 872475 and seemed again 
to be of the same size as the larger circles had all been, 
roughly 60 feet in diameter. There· were no signs of any 
outer circles in this case. Again, there seemed to be no 
tracks leading to the circles, and therefore no immediate 
sign of hoaxing. 

So to summarise what had happened since eariy July (or most 
probably much earlier than that, as the Cley Hill formation 
allegedly appeared in May, according some sources), it seems 
that two sets of five were discovered in Westbury/Bratton, 
one set of five in the Longleat area just outside Warminster 
at the foot of Cley Hill, another in the Devil's punchbowl 
at Cheesefoot Head, and the fifth set in Hantage. There 
were also single cirdes at Westbury/Bratton and Upton 
Scudamore just outside Warminster. All formed without any­
one apparently seeing them in the process. 

Explanations 
As mentioned earlier in this article, various solutions to 
the circles were put forward, the majority done so with 
tongue in cheek. PROBE have always supported the whirl\find 
theory, name~y that advancing air masses would push existing 
air masses inland until small pockets are trapped, backed ur 
against steep, often concave, hillsides. Such hillsides, 
Cley Hill and the White Horse being fine examples, would 
stop the advance temporarily, holding the air mass static 
for a short period and allowing a forming whirlwind to 
remain stationary, flattening the corn as it did so. This 
theory is much more complicated than this brief passage can 
elaborate on, but suffice it to say that it seemed to 
explain the single circles, and even the three circle group 
at Winchester in 1981. The five-circle groupings were some­
thing different, and it must be admitted that it was stretching 

The Westbury/Bratton circles as photographed 
From the White Horse on 9th July 1983. 

(Photo: Ian Mrzyglod). 

the belief of the PROBE members. Dr Meaden himself was 
intrigued by the formations and admitted that the whirl­
wind theory alone could not explain the latest occurrences. 
It was nevertheless still clear that some kind of wind 
vortex had flat~ened the corn without damaging it, and 
a whirlwind would do this. Bu.t what kind of whirlwind 
could produce four outer whirls? It was not known in the 
records of recorded meteorological phenomena, and could 
not readily be explained. 

The structure of the circles was identical to past events, 
yet the outer satellite circles were something very new. 
They were not so neat and tidy as the larger parent circle, 
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but still had the unmistakeable clockwise swirl inside. 
PROBE were still convinced that the weather was involved, 
but the theory that had stood for three years was develoP­
ing flaws. For instance, originally it was thought that a 
steep hill, similar to the Wiltshire chalk hills, was 
needed to stay the advance of the air masses, yet the 
i'lantage circles were found in an almost perfectly flat 
area with no evident hills or slopes. 

The Winchester circles admittedly did not have a steep 
hill in the immediate vicinity, but were sited in a 
natural 'punchbowl' which was thought,would act in a 
similar way to the chalk hill . 

The Cley Hill and vlestbury /Bratton events this year seemed 
to support this idea still, but it was beginning to fall 
down elsewhere. The Upton Scudamore circle is not sited 
near any hills, or near enough that they•4 ha.ve any apparent 
effect on the winds at the location of the circle. 
Although in possible trouble, the whirlwind theory was 
still the most solid prospect being suggested. After all, 
it was a testable hypothesis, and it was now being tested 
to the very limit. If it was failing, then it would 
certainly need a rethink. 

The farmers whom investigators had spoken to were not too 
sure what was going on, although with the 1982 Cley Hill 
circles, farmhands themselves suggested whirlwinds when 
this author spoke to them. The usual whirlwind that they 
spoke of though, was the type that would suddenly appear 
and lift loose corn and dust up several hundred feet into 
the air, but it would be moving with the wind across the 
field. It would also leave damage sometimes, but usually 
in the form of a furrow; certainly not a near-perfect 

of the 'satellite' circles 
five-formation at Wantage, 

o: SCUFORI) • 

It was clearly evident that the whirlwind theory was in for 
a battering, yet nothing else that seemed plausible was 
being offered as an alternative. 

The notion that a hoax was involved was examined once again 
by the PROBE team, and rejected for various reasons: 

1 ) 

2) 

The time required to create one central large circle 
and four outer satellite circles would be considerable. 
With circles measuring 60 feet across, it would need a 
team of people to flatten the corn in the spiral pattern 
that is characteristic of each of them. This would 
also have to be done either very late at night or before 
sunrise so as simply not to be seen. It was felt that 
the time element and the manpower required would rule 
out the hoax option. 

The Cley Hill circles were way off the track, hardly 
visible even the highest point on Cley itself. They 
were only just marked out, and probably only spotted 
because those who found them knew what they were 
looking for. The photographs taken from the top of 
Cley Hill , us ing a telephoto lens, barely show the 
formation. It is because of the remoteness of this 
particular formation that PR )BE once again rejected the 
hoax t heory, as the main intention of perpetrating a 



hoax is so many people can see it. The Cley Hill 
circles were far from obvious and thus avoided any' 
public interest. 

3) Analysing old photographs of the 1980 ltlestbury/Bratton 
circles (there were originally three individual circles 
which each appeared at different times and in different 
locations, although the last two were in the same field) 
revealed some interesting factors. If only UFO group 
finance allowed for the hiring of helicopters to fly 
over the circles for aerial photographs , perhaps the 
significance of the 1980 circles would have been spotted 
beforehand! However, NOW! magazine did have the finance 
and their excellent sh~f the second circle highlighted 
what are possibly three satellite circles surrounding 
the main one. At the time, they were not thought of at 
~11, the emphasis being on the large circle itself. Any 
other marks were put down to normal wind damage. If 
the three depressions are similar to the ones that 
occurred this year, th~perhaps the 1980 circles were 
more important than they seem, when compared to this 
years' offerings. As to why there were only three 
Apparent satellite circles; the fourth would have been 
right where the hedge surrounding the fields is. It 
can only be surmised that maybe a fourth small depre­
ssion would have shown up in that exact spot; not 
stated. So, from looking again at the old records, 
and consulting with Dr Meaden, it seemed that we had a 
five-formation dating as far back as 1980, when the 
circles allegedly first started appearing. This new 
evidence only added to the theory that the circles 
~ natural, and that the five-formations were not 
any different from the 1980 circles, except that the 
outer circles were more evident. It was also 
assumed that a hoaxer (or most probably a team of 
hoaxers) would have made a better effort of flattening 
the outer circles. 

4) One would think that after four years of running 
through fields flattening hundreds of square metres 
of corn, Someone at least would claim the credit. 
Most practical jokers in the end reveal themselves. 

Helicopters were at first thought by some to ha're caused 
the circles, eapecially when the Cheesefoot Head fo~mation 
of three circles was found. An American Chinook heli­
copter (equipped with two rotors) was suggested, as some 
are stationed at Odiham, near Basingstoke, Hampshire. 
This, although never outrightly denied by the MOD at the 
time, was not thought likely. ~t would have accounted 
for the larger middle circle? 

The 1980 circles sent farmer John Scull complaining to the 
School of Infantry in Warminster when he first saw the 
damage, but received strong denials. Helicopters were not 
responsible for his \tlestbury /Bratton circles, as not only 
did they deny responsibility, (helicopters do not carry out 
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manoeuvres, especially low-leVel ones, over cornfields), 
but it was a technical impossibility to a downdraught from 
a helicopter to create a spiral effect. The resultant 
damage from a helicopter would be a tapered pattern eman­
~ting from the centre of the circle direct to the perimeter, 
following the radii. 

Rutting deer, mating badgers, love-struck couples and 
mother foxes could all be dismissed as simple fun ideas 
put forward by the press and locals alike. The Ken Rogers 
mass UFO ·· landings theory was also a joke; or at least it 
is hoped that Rogers wasn't being serious when he spoke to 
the newspapers. Rogers has always found himself in the 
position of being the man the press always turn to for a 
statement, along with Lord Clancarty, and both always 
manage to produce the goods. Certainly Rogers (sometimes 
called 'David' by some newspapers) gave them what they 
wanted to hear (3) and similarly Lord Clancarty helped to 
keep ufology from being far from respectable (9). 

Besides, as correctly pointed out by Jenny Randles, 
despite the UFO furo~ created by the press, there was not 
one single UFO sighting reported to any newspapers or UFO 
investigation organisation. There was one exception, but 
the article could not ha,re been serj ous ( 10) • Finally, 
as the four outer satellite circles were never perfectly 
geometrically aligned, any spacecraft tou~ down would 
have to be 'bent'. On top of that, as the circles were 
formed from spiralling corn, why would apparent landing 
pads be spinning in any case? Additionally, a spaceship 
with the dimensions suggested by the span on the circles 
actually landing would do more than bend the corn; it would 
crush it - which certainly wasn't the case. 

The 'experts' who were quoted as supporting this theory are 
not known, except for the two aforementioned, so it tiould 
not be unreal~stic to assume that the UFO theory was gener­
ated, if not created, by the press media. 

Evidence 
All the theories put forward have been done so in total 
absence of supporting evidence. No photographic evidence 

exist t: ar :~ 1;itness te:>timony is minjmal. HTV did have one 
gentleman telephone in with a story that he had seen a 
'lthirhtind form at about 8.00 pm one evening, which subse­
quenly left a circular depression in the field. Which 
circle he witnessed, no-one knows, for he could not be 
traced . His name and town were given out on the television, 
but no-one of that name was listed in the telephone direct­
ory for that area. As the telephone call came in w~ilst 
HTV >-tere speculating on the circles, one could perhaps 
correctly assume that the caller was in immediate reach of 
a telephone as the programme was being broadcast. This 
would imply that he had a telephone installed, although 
this is only conjecture. The outcome was that this test­
imony could not be regarded as sufficient evidence for the 
whirlwind theory. 



In 1980 , samploa of corn and soil taken f'ro111 inside t ho 
circ lee a.rxi also fron. te~t areas O'Utaido of the circles 
'Were ta.k.--er:l for en:ninat ion by Brist ol Univ!! rsity~ This wa~ 
undertaken by technician:!! on behs.lf of PROBE , a.l though K~c 
Rogers (-then chairman of BUFOS) .found out and quoted. llUFOS 
ac haViog carried out these tos t e t o tho ll'Otfl magazine. 
The :remJlts we!"e inconclusive, as thorc wore fB!" too :ra.n,y 
cotttanrinates i,n t he s oil f'rolti chemical s t o give aey clear 
indica:tion ot fore i gn uubsta.noeQ ~ On top of t hat 1 tbe:re 
were dofi nitely no radiation readings rooo~cd. The 
samples Here destr oyed aft e rwards ~ no f urther samples 
wer e ta'kon ·f'rom later occurr<u'!cee s ince that date. 

The only evidence 1:ba:t could 'be recorded t~~aa wha.t could be 
found about the cil"olee 1 ma.ka-up .. 'l'hoy wore Vory large 1 

rang~ fr001 45 feet up t o 62 feet , an:i a ll bad clockwise 
spira l s of f l a.ttanod corn, omanating fl'om the oent;~;"e . I n 
each CS.Be t the centre of tbe s:pira.l .,..-a,s never concent ric 
with the main circle it se lf. Thia was use fUl evidence f or· 
support i.ag "tM whirlwind. idea., as i t ws fGa.sib lo that a 
wbirhdr.i, held sl.wst statior.&l'y , oould OOV!'! around i n a. 
circular pat-tern i tsel£ , tl'l'Us account i ng fo:ro t b.e non­
concentric arrangement. 

~ cor n trclS never da.maged , merely bent from a point a 'few 
inches ~bovo the s oil. In t"a.ct, the corn l-Al.B sti l l s.l tvc 
and growing, despite being flattened. The: ears of t~ 
crop ~re in per fect conditicn. Apart from what could be 
a$terla.ined troro t he site itself , nothing alae could bo 
collected i nf'or.nati on-·.ri.3S: . No-one sa.w them boi ng formed, 
and fa.rme~s wara r.on· the-uiser . In 1_980 , a woma.n who '.-:aS 

eoployed a.t one farm . was said to have heard a buz~ing/ 
hummins/Wooshing noisl!!! £or periods of 20 minute$ , t be n a 
gap o!' vi lenoe . for another 10 lllinutee, f ollowed another 
20 minute period of" noise . ~hie ".>as: a l legedly carrying on 
for several hours, 'but the to."'Qalan, employed as a house­
)caeper would not go out and oec -,mat w.a oauaing i t. It 
~m.s reported to hnve been at about m.idn.i.ght , on t he eve of 
the t hird cir c les ' appeara.nc~ , and she was frj ghtened~ 

h'hon contacted by PROBE. s..~e refused to s pe.n.k t o t he. 
i nvestigat ors and woul d not cooperat e in a.ny manne!". The 
information t hat wa..s ob tained caJ'\8 :f'rom the f'armer him­
self. Ho could. not supply afl.y in:for:na.tion other than wha.t. 
he '.i8.8 t old , and he himself did not know of acy noi se .. 

A "womn who Uved sGveral miles out2ido ot -the 'IYOstbury 
are& reported seeing a. light io the sky 'Which s he estimated 
would place i t directly ovvr t he fields . Thic -.as not 
considered to be that usei\1.1 , as such guessing, at the 
dead of' nitbt ( thia was supposed to ha ve be~n seen a.t about 
11 .00 pm) would bo t otal\y impossible . The direction 
could pcrhap.o ha.ve been correctly e mtirnated , but oertaiill.Y 
not ~he distance ... This wi tne ss also refused t o 8tlpply 1UJ3 
fnrther details. · 

Tho 1981 tiinchester sightings wer& backed up with r eportg 
ot s ilw:r-suitad. small beings wal k::i.r>.g a.bout t he field.o 
whore tbe three-formation o:f ring5 trere found, na.."'\ely 
Cheesetoot Head~ This t<aa fit'S't known of" ~hen Y.on R~!"s 

{again) ·a.ppeared on local television ( t hen Southern TV) 
and revealed t he sto!"y . No rwnes l.l!re given 1 antl this ~:as 
t:n_e only record of such a sighting~ Coinoidcnte.lly, 
Rot;ers was 8'taging his W'gminster Fe!iti val , t he f i rst ot 
ito lc:ind, a f ew weeks later~ 

Diecussione bet11.1een the mambere or PROBE a...o·xi s ll.JFOR!, a nd 
a.lso with Dr llea.den resul t ed i."l a. planned ' cil"cle- c.-a.tcb' 
from selected l ocations duricg the S"..u:=mer of 1984. It wu 
U1lo\n:iiiOU3l;y Q,l;l"OOd that Only photographiC Cvid.enoe Of t he 
circles aot\la.U y tor111ing would 'be conclus ive . Not only 
that, but at least so:ne people might a c'hVJ.lly sGG tht!m 
b e ing created, whether by ~"hirlwinrie, UFO~ , hooxcr!J, de e.r 
or ~'ha.te..rer. i1ith the idea. .agre.ed. -oa. in .pri.Jloiple, with 
details to be worked aut sorr.etime later uert .roar , 'the 
1983 corn1';ield Circles fi l e \laS closiJd . ( It rmfrl be 
added that :some people rr.entioned h.ow interest sucb e 
'ci:r-o l o 'HCI.tch ' might ba if in fact the c i r cle a ~ boen 
oau~d b.r CO'Ul"'t ing OOllPle!:> }. 

New Development & 
AlWI13S ready to a coopt now :poss ibilities a s to ho,.; t ha 
ci J:oleu .,;ere :formed, the files are never totally closed. 
PROBE have a.lwa.,Ts li s taned to other t hooriot (except ~he 
lazxl.ed fl,ying '"'ucer one) and CODllneoted as :fitt i ng. The 
hoax theory has neve.r been given much credenoe , but it wac 

feasible th>.t a whir l wind llBil forllled the laraer oent rd 
· circle and aOJOO practica.l jokers had. entered tho field to 
carve out the surrounding cir cles. I t 1o.S B possibl e , yet oo 
tracks ~-ere ever noticed that co.nnected th:9 circlos togeth­
er. SUch t r acks woul.Ji be eviden~ i£ some.on9 , especial l y a 
team , had .. -a.l.lced to every circl e t o f'lat ten i t out~ So, as 

the hoax that much 

'l'h<> photoprap!l 
West'b.JrY/lh:at"\: on circles caused a. littl-a looe.l 
interes t. Are 'th'l sm.l l marks on three sidoG of t he 
C::).t'Cl o conne cted. wit h t he 1983 •sa-tellit e 1 ~1rclee'? 

(l'llo to : . Credit !!Q!:!!.) 

Rowavar, a. telephone call fro::~: "Bob Riokard , editor of 
PORTE.Alf TD!'ES cM.ngod tlte course of the investigations. He 
was i n posseesio11 of sever a l phot ographs of" the Westbury/ 
Bratton circlae a.nd. wiahod to romo.rk on the a.p;:arent 
oor.Moting mark that f ollowed t he boundary of t hE lArger 
ce ntral circle . ThiG anthor had no-t been aliQI'e of any 
oonnecting ma.r.k, except for the onen ca.u.sed by visitore t o 
t he fie lde who ~ro ~m.lldng- in d.r~s trorra one circle t o t he 
next~ .Bob Ri ckal-d wac examini ng early photographs , which 
possibly ~'Ould. have pre-oeded any mas:z tourist atto:l"tit'A, 
a.nd he ola.i!r.ed that suoh a mark :taa visible . Closer 
axamination or photographs in t he PROBE files did not 
r eveal :JUCb a. Jnal"" k irn~d ia.tely , ilu t i £ t he itel;ination ~s 
stretched a lit t le , faint t races cauld be identif ied .. 

So was it 'POssiOl.e that- :1omeone had l eft mar-ks aft e:r hoax­
i ng t he circl~!i? I t seemed eert~ly possibl e 1 a nd this 
was added t o when PROBE were in r eoe ipt · of a l ocal pross 
cutting featuri~ the son of l oca.l la.nd- o .... ner and farmer 
Alan Shephard~ It was on Sbephard ' s l an.C. that the circloe 
had apt;eared , below t he !iestbury White Horse . 



The press ol iPP.ing showed a. photogra ph of Fr&nc iG Shephard, 
Alan' s s on, holdi-ng up a heav:r eh,ained , underlined by t he 
wordi ng, 11How t he Rings ~tiier& 1·1ade''• Tho 3tory t old of how 
Alan Shephard bt>came $Uspicions of the pos3ible hoa:ting 
nature of the circles, ·nnd. t oge t hA r with hie :lon Francie, 
worked out hoM" t o create a. per fect replies. Cil"cl e using 
come heavy cha i n.. PROat members had a lready heard. o.f sucll 
a. story a fe~..r days earlier ;men Dr Meadon was c onsul ted 
o·.rer the rno:re r ecent a ppearance of t he sec ond fiva-f'orura.t­
i on .at ll<ostoury /llratton, At las t , a COPY. of thi e clipping 
wa:?> obt3.ina:d 1 a n± some f'\.J.rther checkit".g OO'U.ld. 'oo done ( ~ 1 ) .. 

About t b.a.t tir.t@ , F..ARTHLIN".! magaz i ne arl'iYl;!:d 1 giving a brief 
account of how t he editor D9..."liel Coring and a oolle~gu.e · 
visited the aite . Theil' fir Bt visi t of 15th July a.l l oW<ed 
t hem to stv.d,y the original !'ive eire los , but a later check 
on 19t h introduced t hem t o t he s econd set .. They entered 
t he fi@l d and to~k measurements , a l s o notici ng that the 
a.pirals i n -this case al l r an anti- c l ockldse ; t he firs·t 
reuorted C3.SI!: as: far a.s PROBE r e cords can te l l ,. bea.ri~ in 
mtr,a t hat cornfi eld. ci.rc].ee are bein2 d i s cu.sse d , not other 
a. lle~d. UFO ne s t a else.vherc around. t he -,.;or ld ~ Photographs 
t hat ?a.OBE Jnelllbers obt~Lned of the seoond 9a t d.id oonfi:rm 
t hi s , although it is than}".s t o KARTH:Lnn< t hat -thi s 'iQ.S 

brought to not i ce ( 12) . ( ?ROBE member s d id not ent er the 
fie ld and irl$pec\ these ci rcl es for tvo r eaaona : barbed 
wire: NlLS be ing pu.t up at the. perimeter of t he field , and 
by this time, all circl es bogan to l ook alike I) 

Thus it l-IS.S a.pJ!arent t hat t hese ot.:roles appeared ~ometime 
duriug t he 15th and 19t h JuQ'. Dr Ter ence Joieaden paid a 
vi e:i t t o t he si t e on Sa.turda,y 16th ZlM t hey certainl,y ;;.-ere 
not -there· at that s-tage . So i t uaa e'i.the!' on S..mda.s ·17th 
or lllonda.y 18th. stu.d.yine i.he photographs ' Dr )loaden was 
int rigued by t he: sUdden change in direct i on of the apiral 
bu.t never t he less accepted t hem, as d i d PROBE, a s a.nothe.r 
umu;~ual occurrence of the atrangc ,phenomenon. I t was 
during thls di~eu:a~:;ion -tha.t t ha subject of t ho! hea:vy chain 
and t he duplicate circ le r.as raised, and i"t was dlleroed 
Vital that cer"tai.n fact 5 be est a bl ished.. Wi th t he pre~s 
cutti.ng a.vailab l 9 s orae .:ir'ly-G lat er , these: fa.ct s coul d be 
a~oert~incd .. 

Left : l'raneis Shephard 
>lith the <iliaill t.hat '''" 
used to l"e:- cre.a.te t he 
~'e stbury/Bra.tton . o:U'e ler:: . 
HOAX'? 
Ri gh-\: : A ~'l'hirhri.nd trail 
phot _..phad ill tile ee..mo 
fie l d a-s t he c:j.rclea . 
iCllRl!.illJllS? 

at;~~,'\?oY t \·.rai ting for 1.he EXPRESS t o repor ·t on t he latest ciTole 
apJ>Qarancas. :Ft:lr 30i00 r<::a3on t no r aporte were aver to 
f ol loN in t he nat i onal pa.pers, only l ooa.l papers . Therefora 
tho story never sa-w pri nt l a l'Ji the c i.rc l e saga t.ms f or got t en .. 
Did thi s f inally ra-a.l) ut:~ t }lg entir a ~~etery? 1-t. did not 
appea:r t o , as :Bob Rickard enquir ed t"w- t her about anot her 
pr0es clipping that he had ~n his })Ossession. 

This showe d J.Tanois Shephard e.ga.in , onl y t.hi5 t.itne h--eari ng 
a )Jarmi nste:!' UFO 1'- shir t , aM :"~iog s ome thing t o t he order 
that s llould anything l and, h::~d see it. Scwstbil"~ ,.,as 
obvious ly ami ss , a~ in the earlier p.re.s s sta tement he t.ms 
seemingly scoptical, if not cynical, of the UFO t heory .. 
On top of the.t, an eeu-ly sts.tttment rna.de by Al.M Sbopbsrd i n 
t he h'ILT SHIRE TIMES caused a nother contradi ction ( 1.3) . Hi s 
su.spi c!on.s of a hoax b ore no resemb l a.'lCe to hi s suspi cions · 
t ha t .rui.t i ng dee r ~o.-ere caucs i ng t he circles; the theor y be 
bllgge&t ed in t he earlier art i c l e , atld supposedly sh~ed by 
many looa l fs..rma r a . Did Al an She phard sudd&n1y ch,ange hi~ 
mind , or did the circumst;u\cea chan~? Claarl,y, t his . along 
with th~ F't>anois Sbepbard T- s:birt story , urgently needed 
c lar ifyi ng. 

A 'P.OSSi ble scenario was f ormi ng i n "'hich the Shephard 
fami l y were guilty of s t aging t he entire c i rc l e saga. , causi ng 
them and. le tt ir~~; t he newc:paper s f:ind. them. The possible 
pub licity (a foregQne conclus ion (ori t h the 1983 fOl'mati ons) 
could help a busineas of :fa:rm pro.:luee "lholesa..ling. Ho~var , · 
this view was; not sh~ed by thi s author , and a visi t ·to 
their farrn •.<ast;;rle on Sunday 18th Augus t • .etlan s..r10phard 's: 
dE*U~;hter ..,.a:3 th~ only per r-..on pre:;ent , but sbe put t he posit­
ion (Oltl'aight by f irst explai ning t ha t the j ournali s t s .for 
the An:lar i ce.!l ne'rmpaper , 1n \-Jhich t he T-shirt ar-t i c l e 
appear ed ( 14 ) wa:l'ted eeneati one.l atot'it'!a& P.rancia owned 
t he shirt, which wa::~ one of a batcb pr i nted two yl!ara ago 
a. ::~ .!!.. r eacti on t o the ii:u'minator UPO fl.yoteria which still 
r eared itself every .now and t hen. Jrancis i s 6 member of 
i:he Farmers' ae socie:tion basad t he r e . T'aa Ala.n Shephard 
11r utting deer,, story caiM :from sti1.tem.ent:s made to t he pr ose 
a t ~orne earlier da.te 1 when local :farmers did think t hat 
deer might be r aepon:rlblo. -

(Photo~ • Loft - Credit 
lfiltehire Times . 

Ri gl>t - I an 
l!reyglod. 

A telephone call t o Al an Shephard. reveal ed r:uch. The 
oirol e::s (the :PreSs repor t only mentioned one} t hat he an:i 
hia aone bad ~d t o f lat ten trer e in fact th~ second :set 
at Westbury /Bra t t on .. This netfS uas astoundi ng , a.s .ve!'y · 
litt l e nad baen said about auch a major stunt . lihen asked 
wh,y nothi ng hai befsn said t o t he 11ajor papers , t h0 .,.hole 
stocy unfolded :-

Unhappy a.t be ing ' s coopo:d. ' Oy the Dhi LY E'XPRBSS and t he 
othe:r tab l oi ds , t he DAILY lll iRRCR dec i ded t o go one better . 
They used tho Sh~pn.:.rd i dea. of dragging a cbain t brougll t he 
corn , o.od a. lll.'IRROR team d id cuooocd. in duplica:ting almoat 
-pr e f eotly t he ne i gbbO'Ul' i ng f ive- f or!U<.l.tion. Thei r r e sultant 
c i rcles wer e s lightly smaller , and. they d.id ha.va a cl ock­
wise apiral (dif ference e :.cplained ) ~ Compensation "'-a.a pai d 
·to Alan Shephard, and the KJRROR t e6.ttl t-ook t heir 'Photogra._phs 
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The Sh.epha:rds did no't OHU land whet"e a1\Y of t he other 
circles appeared , and thi $ fi..oa.l l y qu..ashed a.v t heoriee of' 
a fami ly consyiracy- ty:pe pra."lk. The S!<.ephards are now 
convi nced that a tealll o:f' jol..<lrs are damagi ng t he crops 1 

although t he mot ive s romain a. IUY:Stery to t hem. 

Uoax Re:-e'J;l.lua.tion 
Wi tb fresh e'liden~ l.ha.t a. team could reprodu~ a. five­
f orr:nat ion s:et of c'ircles, t he whole hoax angl e had to be 
thought out ag"d.i n . Int'or!n&tion obtained by ! ob Ri ckard, 
after ba\"i."g foun:l. out from this a."tbor t hat the DAI!!l 
lliR.ltOR carried out t.he stunt , pro~ most int eresting. 
.A ccor d.ing to t he l"eporter , t he Cir cles weN a l l measured 
out by a length of cord , and tho pos ition of t he four 
sa te l l ite ci rcl es wcu; ca.l culated .nth a. compass .. 1'ho 
operation of' measuring out the ci.rcle z a.nd flattening tb.om 



t ook only 24 mi nut e e . ' The -ta.6k wn.a photograp~ed with t\ 
stop-motioo camera situated on t op of t be bill O'lor l ookine 
t he fie~, an<l several phot ngra.phs: ~re securer.! eho;dng 
the ent1re oper ation from s t art t o fi.ni eh . Prom the t ime 
the camera was set until t he team arrived t o dismant le i t 
only 55 mi nu.tee had passed. . 

1 
• 

~ie provod concluai val,y t hat someone cou.ld per form w r y 
quicklY e ither vory early i _n t he morning or later in the 
evening , and fini sh in relativl e quick t ime . Thus , 
cover ing earlier _poi nts r a.i.sod ~inst, hoax as ll theory , 
wo can comJnOnt: 

1) Tima a.txi manpo"ror ha·.ra been ehonn t o be a r elatively 
minor problem. 

2 ) This cannot be r oadi],y explain , ual oas tho Cloy lli ll 
circles were a t e9t , or it •..m.sn •t until t he j ob ~-e.s 
:f'inh:hed that 'their near-invisib le posi tion was 
rea.li~ed . 

3) The ~ks m;cy not be s ignif icant, or they could be 
poor a.t t empt e a.t produei ng a five-fol"CCat ion. Hor.ever , 
it is unliJoo ly tltat t!:l'l hoa.xer (e) dew.loped the i dea. 
·for a f ive-formation at this :;ri~e . Such c:il" ol-eg we!'e 
no·t s een until 1983. This must remain i nconclusive , 
until the photosraph can be prot:er l y azuly99d , sb~ld 
that ever· t a.ke pla.c~ . 

4 ) Per haps after oa.usiog so muoh fi r".ancia l lots ( over CTO 
for t~tach set of circ les) t he, culpri t e would ohoo ee t o 
rema Ln anoeyrttaus. The mot ive f'or such en operation N-Y 
be for otb.cr purposes , ide&~ t;h ich wi l l be oxamined 
later i n t hi$ article . · 

Other fact ors ecmrged f rOo t a lking with colleagues~ SCUFORI 
the Swindon-based u:ro investir;a.t ion group , c ommented upon 
t he strange ooi ncidenc:e over t he !'.a/!tf!IB oC t he l oC3tiofl.s . 
I f one takes •rtestbu:ry, Warmi nster, Hi nohe s to!" and ·A'a.!'. taga , 
i t immediately becomes apparent t hat a ll begin wit h ' 'W ' . 
No t hing drae:t ic in t his cs.se , but an i nteresting pOint if 
aomeone were plo.ying ga.:nea. SUch coincidences are sought 
:ror by some researchers. 

Ta.kine -thi s line f urther, by placi ng tho l ocations of 
ti'e~bury , ~'linche ster aod ~Jantagt'! on a map , t he t hree points 
f orm an a lmost perf ect e quilate:ral "tr i angle ; if i l isn't, 
t hen i t c.el"te.inl-y i e an i sosceles t ria.r.glo. «ore silly 
f'i nd.ings., but then agai n, t he sort of t hing that a pr a.ot i o..-l.l 
joker might go in for . Wl'\.Y i gnore Wa!'minster ? I t never 
reached the net.,s.Daper s , wherea~ the ot hor throe moat dc:fini t­
ely did, liantage being third. It i s wry possibl e that i £ 
sorteone wanted t o pl.ay on the total ly fiotitious ' ":'.fa.rminster 
Triangle 1 

1 t hen .,.'hy not l-o.aw a eo a t creat ing one? Again , 
this is pure conjecture 1 br ought about by at tempting t o 
r eason why soaoeo~ would go t o such l engtha . 
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Wo a:re l ef't with throe basic solutions t o t he entire 
cirole tQYster y , each plauaible if t ha evidence is e.x:ami no:d 
in a. different frMle of rni.nd: -

1 ) The first theory is that a ll the circles have "been 
caused b,y wllirbrinds, vith. t he oxeepti.on of t he known 
f a.caimile 1'orma.tion ma nufactured. ·br t he reporters. In 
t his soli tar.r case , not only vas t he oentra.l circl4i sma.lle.r 
than t ho others ( consid~e.bl7 BO i n f~ot) but i"t was the 
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only known caeo "n'h&r e the cor n was: s:; i!'alled. i r. an a.nt i ­
oloc..'~wi.3e direct i on . Thie: could mear. tt.a.t a ll t he others 
were tol- Ol<l'in.g a natural w.eteoro!.ogi. cal pattern, a.s 'lo;'h i l"l­
wir..d.s tend to spi t. olockwi.!ie , &.."''d t~~ de am t hem aJ. l a s: 
!la:t ura.l . 

Furthermore , several oirel es 1 especially in t ho .. r:tcini t y 
of Cley Hill i p 1~82 1 A'er~ fourx! in obecru.re places . Some 
of them ioo-er£: unt idy, a:td one cf <;h!!m t;i'a,S i n f eet ovel in 
eba~ . Theso WB!"-e nc 1; Visible f!'on: any pu·ohc vanta~ 
points , a.,-,.d tbis au t hor found t t.er: , ar..d onl y 'became a,,.-are 
of t he !:- prese r.oe, by obta.iJrli'-& i:l!'orma.tion f~O.":l far~:~ 
'A'ork.ers . I t i c unlikely t hat these -.."C-uld hz. .. »e 'been the 
work of boa.."tet'Q 1 who ":ould pres;un.ab ly opt for more visible 
sites far t~e ho~ to have a."\Y impact . 

Add t o thai t he l~tter t h.!:. t m!.s publi shed in PROBE REPORT 
Vol 3 , iio 4 , accompanied by a.n exC@llen.t photogra.;h , t hat 
'l'l'e S se nt i n by Pe:-:-y ?etra~i s of' t !'-.e A.E. s . v . orean is<;a.tion 
in Ftoance. .A l t hough t he 11hot oera.~h , of an alleged uro 
nest tha:t later ~ foun~ t o be ~hirh-tnd dB.age , does not 
show such a neat unifnrm ei~·c le 1 it none"t .helese doe s 
illust:-ate tho wh i rlwi nd pot enti a l . 

Ye t more evidence oorr.ts f rom a :oaader of" THE' '.fliEXPLAllfim 
·.-.~ho respondgd to t h i s author' s a.rtiole that vas publi!;hcd 
i n an earlier i s Sl:.e ( .;eo ra:f' ( 1 )) . Two large eircles 
wer e d i s covered by t he 'lrtT"i tcr of the l etter, l>."ho af"ter 
hearing a. l oud r oari n.g sound l ooke d i n a. nearby barley 
fie l d t he next day. The ci.!·Cles ..ere aUnost perfec·t . · It 
wao l.at ar corroborat ed by othfl!-rs .,.,ho witnasJ;;ed a. whir lw-4-Di 
at &bout the same titt-e he heard t he noise . (See iseu~ 132 ) . 

2) Secondl y , one could 1-heoriao t ha-t soma of the circle s, 
oertain]J' t he fir$'t ca.se s i n 1980 , ~-tere ca.u38 d. by \o~h.irl­
"'-ind .activity a Bu1. later appoarances have 'bt!en 'dcetored ' 
for effect 'by hoaxers. Th~r-o may be a. combina10i on o f bot h 
natural and manufactured circl es but it is apparen t t hat 
t he whole position has beoome too dis torted to ever 
clarify ~hich may have be en ~~thich .. · 

3 ) Thirdly , i t ie poeeible that t he •t~ho'l.c pr ogranne from 
bogiru1ing t o and ba.s boen a. de l i berat e hoax, grad.-ual ly 
i ncrea.sin,g i n bra~o unti·l at la.&:t the n~tion~l papers and 
t elevi3ion took notice . The secluded circl as a.t su ch 
Places a s Cloy Bill could have bee.n experimental once , 
perhaps being u sed t o t e st out ne;.c methods f or f"le.ttening 



t he co:rn, or for jud.gir-.e; tirne and manpower invo l Ved r,.thilst 
ou.t of '\he way of aey witnesses . The p<obability tbs.t 

· diff erent appl ications wre used i s enhanced by the f act 
that some circles had holes in the centre of their spi rals. 
The DA.!LY ~ilTffiOR used a ' Slw-i.n&-'ba.ll • pole as an anchor f'or 
the cord. and cilain. Puhape in other cases a person 
merel,y stood i n t he centre holding t he oha.in. No circles 
t o date haVe eV\3r been perfectly circular , incl uding the 
kno\m hoax set, ~o IOO,ybe several me·thods were tried out? 
As •~ tle circl e s were always :ror i!Kld in $'J.JMer (whi ch stood. as 
g ood evidenC<> for a olimatio eJCl) lamtion) , the ground would 
i nvariably be hard and therefore not r eveal footprint s . 
~ l so , 3s the corn r ows are u.sua.l l y plant ed about 7 inchc:; 
a:Jart, a person coul d easily. walk between the stal ks , one 
f oot. in ftoont of the o t her , without damaging it . lt seems 
t h,'\t thia ~-as not 100% e:rfeotive , a.s tM ~r~a.r4 'Which. a.re 
*l'isible O!l cert ain ne~paper photographs (ma..."l.Y thankaTo 
3ob Rickard) d<> show the maki.n....,. of a connecti ng :path 
ing the outer circle& with a line which follows the &xact 
~erimo'\er of the l arger circle. 'But theae mrl"~ have not 
been not ioed bBfore , and. have certainly e s caped PRO:BE 1 s 
d.etection. 

hc~pting th~t t he whole mystery ¢OU <d oe solved by th.e 
hoax option , ·.mat t.roU. ld be the motives behind. .such an 
e l abor<l.te operat i on? Three possible scenarios do spring t 
mined, outlined as foll o'lrt.ls: 

a.) It ~sa family ·hou to pub l i ciae t heir name and whole­
sal e -OU$iMss. T.ha possibility tlt.a.t th@ ShepM.rd.s CO!Uitruc­
t ed the ll.'hole hoax 'for the promot ion of t heir own enterpri 3e 
had to be ~xamined, particularly in light of the ne~<Spaper 
items . This was duly d ismisaed ...,-hen enquir~ee 'CoiGre r!iade to 
the sa:t isfa.ction that this lolaS not t he case , as explained 
earlier . · 

b ) lt ia possible t hat somebody , either a t eatn or an indi­
vidual, intended to monitor publ ic aOO./or U~omJUnity 
r eact i on to t he ci..r:c l ee , poss ibly fo.r a project of a psyoho­
logical interest . Yet i t is unlikely t }w.t any of fici a.l 
project "WOUld recei ve sanction for i.h~ wilful dest ruction 
of eewra.l hundredo of pounds PTorth of' Cl"ops. 

e ) 'l'be most libl.y culprit would be: someone who t.-i:sh!!:d to 
fUr ther tOe publ.ie :i ntereot in UJarmineter 1 a UFOs and i t s 
mythica.l triangle. The hoaXer may Wish to :rekindle the 
dwindl i ng i nterest ~-1hich i s now only a fraction of wha.t it. 
u sed to be . In ((armin~ter ' s popular day2, ~panning the 
mid 60's to the ae:rls 70 ' s , hundrede o.f people would often 
congregate on the local hil l tops ; magazines produced by 
local groups woul d se l l ~'el l, recru itment was high f or group 
membersb.ips, ani ma.ssi~ interest w:;.~.s genera.ted for t he 
Arthur Sbuttlewood books .. Since tboae days, the groups 
hs.vc ceased. to exist and. Arthur Sh.utt le~-ood lw.s n ot been 
able to get hi$ later books publishBd . \~minster hol cUI 
no intere8"\. a.!'l,ymoro , and -publisher s are not over-aru::iou.!i 
t o ~:ile Ul"' booka, let alone 'iia.rmi nste:r UFO bookf.: . 

If a p(}r son, deeply invohod with tho )~insi:or scone in 
i ts Detter days, wi shed t o i nstigate- a r eturn t c t hose 
times , then hoaxes on a grand s cale would be a.bou.t t he only 
"t."B.Y to ensure a. ratu:rn trend. Certainly no UFO s ! gbtings 
make ~11inster famous not-PldaJS . The hoax }'l..as worked to a 
dogree; the 1 \'Ia.rnlinster Tria."lgl e t ba,s baen born, and tha 

tfa,rmiccte:r ' Th ing ' has had sever&.l :r~cen t mentions.. Sight­
seers ~ coa~e to the a.rea to ~li!E! t he cirol o3, and t he 
circles have beGin a rrajor topic of d isc-.J.eai on amongst 
visit or~ . UFO j ournals have often :featured t heln - your 
e ditor sta.'>ds guilty or this , although t he uro an~rle bs.s 
e.l"Na.Ya been r efuted - and no doubt these e-.IE!nts have been 
recorded as being of some UFO s i gni:ficanco in sootebcdy' s 
archives. Tho popu..larity genera.tod b:r the media eovera~, 
and ths Ken Rogers atatemettta , helped attract pe:ople to 
the Au.gust bank holicla3 ~iarminetel' Festi val, Hhioh Wldoubt ­
edly would bave otherwiao gone wtnoticed . 

YO<>.r- -Ul."!;Y version t hat appea.red in ma.Jl.y newspapers world­
,..;_<te ; thi s one frOiil tlle lieel:ly liorld Uat<il (US!I) >llriOh "'"" 
a.ccompa.nied by a f ictiti oos etory of h01o1 a farmer ( who i.1;0 
not :kno.,rn in t he area. actua lly ) witnesa6d. a 1stara::hipt land. 
However , this phO"to is publ ished bo rouso it s hOi'Ta t he very 
au~pioi~e m:s.rka probabl y made by someone holding onto a 
rope or. string held £:ast in ·~~~e centre. of' tQQ l.ar~ oil'cl~ . 

I s t his theory feao6ible? Qui -te possibly s o, and if oorreO't 
then PROBE REPORT owes everyone o.:te big , !"8d- fa.ced apelogr 
for cont inuously pu~hing and sup~ting t he wb:irlwind 
't.heory . If PROBE REPORT a.'\d Dr !ole aden ha.w been misled by 
our own r eeea.rch, and the hoax Jcypotheai s has been correc-t 
a l l along , your editor acoept~ ful l responsi"bility f or an:/ 
confusion. Bu-t , a lthough a. few names 1'-.a.ve been .rentio.ned 
a.s possi ble g-ui lt paxties (onl y in d.i scus!.ion m.i.OO .rou ), 
nothing concrete yet exists. ~;e may still be right. E.'tren 
i f -hoax is factual ly est.abli sb.Gd a s the aolution, there 
et ill re~i os t he problem of ident ifying those inv·olved . 
Clues are readily ava.i la.b l o , eg , 

i) he mus t heve e. reasonable k.oowled!!" of ll!i'O•, enough 
to kno•r of' ' UFO· ne eta 1 ' 

ii ) be must live . in t he westoountry or have easy means of 
cx:nrarruti.ng to eM.ble earl.Y~orning :start~ t o t he taslq 

i ii) he must be able-"OOdied enough to quickl,y climb over 
f'enoee; 

b r ) he: lml.st need :psyoh:i~t-ric at t e.otion. 

F i nal Words 
For four years , PRORE a s a t eam of' UFO inves t igators, have 
e.rrthucoia~ica.lly watobMl t he cit'cle phenomenon evolve j :from 
t be single cirole3 o£ 1980 to t he prese nt -<ia.Jr .fo~r.a.tions .. 
F1e ahs.yc 'thought we could h3.va besn on th.e verge of s tudY­
ing a new phenomenon., and. it ~s excttin.g that poasibly the 
tea."i'. ·...-ould ha.ve been succes$:ful in capturing an· actual c i!'el a 
.forl!li ng on. film. The strong hoa.x el~ment ha..r:: diminished 
that impact , yet an exe:roise will go a.hes.d. regardless t o try 
atxi solve the JltY·stery complt11t~ ly. 

PROBE members , bo:pefully with a.asiatance from others , rill 
monit or corn£ield!s f ra11 vari ous ,;a.nt age points dul"'i ng t b.e 
Sl.ul¥:ner of 1984 ~ If \':0 a:re successful in witnessi ng some-
1ihing, then i-t wi ll be worth~·th.ile, -..;!'..et her catching a 
hoaxer or aeeing truly fa.s;cinati!".g~ 

If t M circles f ail to e.ppea.r , then perhaps: the )r,'hirl wind 
t heory ..Ul1 finally be CfWj-Shed., a..nd tbe boas: theory Hin 
t!l!'ough. If the hoaxer know:s of t he intention<:; , then he may 
).1EJ:"l1 atay away . Alter natively, !>..e mas ai.teo:~pt to carry out 
his plans in sp!tu of' Olll" pr&aa ncc ( i f Jm kno'.is) in \1hi oh 
cs.se the PROnE tes.m. wi l l be ""-all entertained i n a ga.r~:~e of 
co:t-and-mouse. 

Whatever the final ou.tcom.z, t he ffiOBE r.em.bers (forming a s a 
team aa:ain f'or 't-his pu!'pose} will have- a ver3 i nt ar(lot ing 
tim . 
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UFO -CAR CHASE NEAR FROME MARTiN SHIPP 

SCIJ.FORI REPORT 07 /80 

Abst ract 
~ort ;.nvolves t he s i ght ing of a. light oouroe ( s ) 
which wae t raoksd t hrough the lnltshil'e countrysi de ·-,y t ><o 
witne$seS i n ibei r car est night during t h!:l aooclld w ek of 
April 1980. 

Date of sight.i!'l.g: 
Time of sighti ng: 

Location of' sight i..ng: 

The Event 

9t h April 1980 
22. 35 hrs (BST ) 
t o 23. 05 hrs (BST) 
Tho sighting wac made 
froil both i~ide s.nd 
outside of a car near 
t ho village of nunney 1 

Somerset. . 
OS Map 183 (745455) 

~10.35 pm (2235 hrs) on 9th April 1980 !!!- Steven 
!hyman-J ohnll tli:u! 1\i s 1111'• Julie l e ft llr Jla.Y~aJ>-J obns ' 
pa.re:nt :s • horne at Nunney , $c::ll:e.e1"1!et, a nd sot off for t heir 
hou.oe in Fr~Y.!Wt , Solller~at . Taking a short cut 1 De.yton­
Johnn, dri ving his 1973 .Dat sun Cho.r ry ca.r , t urned. into 
Ri dge"".Y Lane . Tbio lane 0 1~ mil e s lon.g, is bordered by 
paeturlerul. and only a. feO< houses. Aft er gOi tlE: about t 
mil~ a long t his l ane , ).!.J's J)a.ymn..n-Johns sud.denl,y said , 
1'\o.'ha.t 's thnt? 11 e.~ she saw a whit e obja~ in t h& s ky mow 

· s.eroas her view. Tho ·Object 11oved l e ft t o rieht arv.t 
travelled one q~arter of t ha ~·d.ndscreP.n through. which &he 

, totas l ooldng , ~t ~ hieh speed before coming to a.n abrupt 
stop. Steven Daym.n-Johns saw t he object IJioment ari ly 
before it ~topped . lie stopped t he ~ • leaving t he e ngine 
runni..ng and erlingui abi ng t he headligbto , get out and 
s'tood on t he door gi ll to wa:tch the object "shi ch -.as st ill 
sta:tion!U"y . .IJ. t arms' length i t appeared as one: inch 
a cros a and one quarter of a.n inch. in height . ! t had no 
definit e out line , but appeared 'to haw a. 11darker "· r ing 
r unning around i h t op. (See fit;u'I' O 1 ) . Aftor a fo~< 
minutes , St even got ba~k int o the car and roved off dol1'tl 
the l ane a t about 10 mph . & kept $wit ching f'ro~U s ide­
lights to headligh~• "-" t hey both ""tched tho object , 
SUddon.ly i t: moved of f a t what St e ven described as "an 
inst ant, phenomenal a:p6edn . I t d i d. not appoar to accolel'­
ate , but mQVQd. or r instantl y t owards Na..nstrow. lt moved 
:trocn l e f t to r igbt and was obstruc t e d f'r om view by t he caT 

r oo£ al!"'er@ s'Joond afler it mow:d. As it t r avelle d. , t hey 
cou l d see a ta i nt l ight emit.ting .from bot.h f'ront and roa.r , 
and a bright light m.s also visi ble in the cent l'\t of tht!l 
ob Jaot . Ita e l evation wa.s about 40° - 50° duri~ t h i s 
initial oight~ng. (See figure 2 ) . 

As soon as tbo object was lost to view , Steven quickly got 
out of t he car but could ·no l on,se:r see i t a t all. As the.Y 
wei-e about half~ along Rid.gewtl~Y Lane, Steven dt!lcided to 
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dr ive t o t he end to t he main r oad where the a ctual road : -as 
high@ r t han the !Surr oUnding countrye ide . As t hey approached 
the ju:ncti on 1 a motorbike came towards them s oundi ng hi .s 
h orn sever a l t iz!'.oa aa he .passed . At the junction to t be 
~in road t they turned left and. pt:l lod int o a layby on. tho 
right- hand side of the road about 150 yards froa:l t he jU!lot­
ion . Here Steven turnEd tho Cal" a.rm.md to face N'unney 
Catch (a -.rill"-8") , then get aut of h.is car -in and onoe 
more at ood. on Pi s door sill.. From he:re he could no"\. see 
the ob ject but noticed ~ ,.M tish glow on t he hor i zon slightly 
to his l e.ft . It ":a.s t h(l 3ize of a t tn:mb s.t a.rma• length and 
a ppeareQ. s1:a1la.r t o an upturned l et t er 'U •. (See figure 3) 
Thi!. l i ght d id not r eseeible the g low give n f or t h by the 
lf i l la..ge l i 6bte dua to i \ s .shaJ!e and. colour . stavan got 
b ack into th~ car and drove towarde Nunnt!Y Catch ·which ws.s 
a hig h. point. :But froo tho:re t hey cou ld. not see the light 
or an.r gl ow .. 

So he t hen de cided to t~avel back t Owards Uunney a ni into 
Ride'"'Y Lane aa-ain. They t hen ot oppod a t t ho poin~ clooe 
t o tfflere t hoy had f i rs t seen t h.e objec·t but c~ld not t!e e 
a nythi.."l8 t bie tia:e . Tu.rni n,g around they went back uP to 
the min road and t urned lett again. towards t h9 l a.yby . . 
Juat before r ea.china the layby t he.t no~ioed to t he i r r ight 
and behind trees , a bright vol'tical beam o£ l i.ght . The 
beam , bril l iant wf...ite i n colOU!" , di i not seem t o ar~it a.n.,y 
g low and a.ppoared about t ho llidth of Ste~n ' s litUe finger 
held at arme • lene;tb . Ths beam did not s eeo to be very far 
b oh.ind the t r ees and i t was silhouetting several trunks EUld 
O:ranehoe . Ee t urned. the ca.J.' right in ~a.rston L!.ne which wa..s 
slightly to t he right of the boa.m. The s tart of the lane is 
on a.n incl ine cal l ed Chee!Se Hi ll. After l!"ea.ching t he t op 
and t hen t ravelling <>ownhl.ll , owit ching agai n f r elll headlights 
t o si::ie lights , the~y oauld not BOO the beam a.r~ilere . Cont­
i nuing a long t he lane , drhring 'Iii t:tout hea.dli gtrt s for part 
of t he t i.m!. , they passed over a sml l br i dge , and shor tly 
afterward s became "a.-...me" or an ob ject t o their l eft . It 
;..ras ~t an e l e,s.tion bet•..t"Cen 20° a:rl 30°. St&\.'l!n stopp~d 
th• car .. n::. cut \he lights totally . ThO object · appeared t o 
b e about 2 or 3 fields: all:a.,Y and ws the size of hie thumb 
at arms ' lo ngtb.. !1. wa.a t h3 same t h l.pe ilS t he object t hey 
had f'ir at seen , and hEld. a bright gl oYl in the centt'e . ( Soo 
f i gur• 4) 

steven Got out out of tho os.r "agai n and s toOd on tho door 
s i l l . Ju l ie l:'Cnmined inside t he car aa she ~t:; extrema l y 
frightened . Tho ob ject, "fl'b.ich was· sta t ionary , had a 
vertical beam of ,.,·hite light slowly ooroing f rom t he centre 
of' its base. '!'hi s pal"allel bea:;:. of l ight ws.e . ab out 1-..'l l f' 
t he width of tho object . lt desoendel:i in a fash-ion that 
to."aS simile.:r to a solid objec-t bei ng lowered a. piece 8.t a. 
t ime , and not l i ke a. t orch boom. Steven ox-pressea it as 
if ~'i t wag a l ight slowed dolo.'r.l ••• although it · needn ' t 
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neceasarily M.ve been a l i ght ... . " Due to the terra in, he 
could not sl!!!e '.0lere the light ca.ma in c:>ntact wi-th the 
ground ( Seo fioure 5 ) . 

After a. minute. or two , Steven ob2er ved that thfl t op of t ho 
bear~ bad a "i '-zhaped da.rl<:e r a.res. i ns ide it . (Fi!;Ure 6) 
He "13.'\:ched t hi s 5pectacle ·for ab out 4 minutes a~ t hen 
decided to grJ across tbc· fie lds to obsarr~e th~ object :1.t a 
closer position . Jul ie -pleaded with hinl not to go a nd 
shortly dter\-mrd.s , t hE:! bearn mo!J@ld back up i nto the ob ject 
at tbe samo speed at ...,tlicb it haC. C.es:cend.e¢ , t aking about 
3 so conis '\o do so. (Fi;:ure 7) 

Steven oontinuod t o watch the object 't<hich remained 
~rfectly stat i ona.I',r . He then decided t o drive up a. "J" 
junct i on ahead a."!d turn l oft on to a :r~ ""hi ch would 
br~ t hem oloaer to the object . Af'ter sitting ba ck inside 
t he 03.r he t ol d. his •.<ife to make a si~.n of the cross end 
e~ryt biog wou ld bo alright ~ He a lco d i d "thi 6 himse l f . 
{Both wit neeaes a.r& practising Chr i!!>t i an:!l, in~omuch a s 
they attend. church. most Sundeys . Steven Dayma.n-Joh..'l').s is 
not Nally sure •..:hy ha tol d h.is wi fe to ena.ke t he sign of 
t he cross - he however d id not think that the object t.:as 
' eVil '.) -

He proooed.ed. to drive , occa.:!' ionally :,.,.'itching on hi s 
head ligh·t s and tollJ.ng Julie t o l:o op watching t he objocrt 
and. doing so himeo lf as much as was possible . At t he ond. 
of t he lane Steven swi tched off the headlie hts , got oui of 
the C3l' a.nd once again ~tood on 'the door ai.l l lo ge t a. 
be t ter view of t ho ob j ect . I n an effort to obtain a rnore 
detai led picture of lfflat ho was seeing , whilst looking at 
t he object he uood the prinoi~lo of focuoL'lg his sight 
slig-h t ly t o one side of H.. ]y doing so he could discern 
a narrow paral le l beam of white l igh1. emanat ing trot'! t he 
objl!lct ' e centre , and going do.,.n t o t he ground, a l thau6'h 
he could. not o:ec where or if it actually t ouched the 
ground. The beano l>JSB of an equ~l intensity thr oughout its 
entire l ongth. (Fi iJUI'e 8) 
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Ste\~n climbed back into hio oar a.mt d.rovc rou.n:l a band
0
in 

-the read , keeping an eye on t he object •.d:lieh «as no;., 45 t o 
1.h.Gi!' ri&ht instead of being to their l eft . It had appu ­
entl.y moved i n posi i.ion while they ha.d driV:n roun:i th~ 
corner . Its glott in t he centr e l>taS much br1ghter a.nd l. t 
a.ppeliU'od. to be closor , as i t ~of.ls nearl,y tha Dize o£ t'lro'O 
t humbs at arons ' length . (.-;.guxc 9 ) 

S·teven s t opped the = · ani •>!it cltod off t he headlights . 
seconds lat e:- t he obje ct dropped in height and cwr:e t o-,.,a..rd.s 
ther.t at a l-..jgh speed, with no apparent noise . JU3t before 
the· ob ject paas ed over their car, Steven plaC:d his Mnd on 
t he trind.M;;reen a nd the objaot wa.s ab out the s 1ze of a. 
"r el.axod hand- span" on the wi ndscree n • . Ke estimated. i tS 
height from t he ground a.s 'be i ng similar t o t hat o ( an 
electri city pylon . The t :ime it had t aken to 11buZ2" "thO car 
was abou t 2 - 3 s•conds. {Figure 10) 

As s oon o.a the object had pazeea owr the car , Stewn got 
out of the car b-..1 t h!! could not see it ·an.vwbere . The t ille 
was 11 . 05 pen (2305 hrs) . 

They drove off towards Froma continua l ly wat ching t he skies 
but $aw not hi ng more .. At'tor buying a ' "'take-a'h"'aY ' meal they 
went t o Frome Police Stat i on where Stswn repo-rted t he 
sighti ng to the s<> r geant at 11. 13 ptn (2313 hrs ) . The 
l>dtneaseo. t hen wont home ;;hare St oven i.motediatel,y wrote an 
account of wha t had happened . 

Ths Locat ion 
The aighting was made .f'rom b ot h inside a.nd. outside of the 
witnesn ' Ctu' ~'hi le in Ridgeway Lane in llunney , i.ofilt~ihire- .. 
The gefl@:ra l area of tile s i ghtint; i s l o,.,er t han i t :!!· su..?Tound.­
ings a nd i s nparsaly populated (except for th@ S!"l<t.ll t m.-n 
of Nunney and llilr.ney catch} . Ride,.~"ray L::me 1s a fa irly 
r.a.rrow road ju.s:t wide e nough to a.c commoda.te two motore&rs 
side by sid.~. )t is bord&rwd by hedge&, Which wer e on 
aver age 10 feet high. . saveral -trees a l so r an alongaide t ho 
road . The main road at t he e!XI. of Rid geway La..ne is tbe 
A361 and COW'.ects Shepton llallet to Tro;,br idge via Fr0111.a . -
(j; 
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The WHnes:ses 
Throughout t he entire inve!)tit;atioc both witneaaas were 
\~ry W"ill.ing to assist swroRI. T..hey were alt..-ays tlllticable 
a.nd appearad very sinoare . Waither witness had 4.JV/ idea 
a s t o what thay had e;een, but both had prf!viOU!Jly seeii 
unusual ligbts in the sicy, aHhou.gh they relt tha.t thoy 
~re due t o aircraft or nootw:~l phenOI'DGna. 

1 ) JiJr StavGn Kenneth l?a.;T.an,..J'ohns 
lllr n..r-.~-.Johns {23 years o"' ags at tno time of tho event) 
app~ared to be a very intelligent a.nd. articulate 11an. 
~lhilat re lating the events he wa:; alt.m3'S ratiol".al i'!.nd 
ob jactive. M.d. paid. great at t ention t o detai l t.o'he n de!!cri­
bing tbe si~ting . lle.:IJM.Ihl'ohns ,.gars eyeglasses (to 
col"rect his myopia }. :Se wore these cluring "th& antirc 
s i ghting . lie works i n a department ot' the I{inistl"y or 
Def ence. 
2) I·b·s Julie man-Johns 
K:rs Da.yrns.."l-Johns in her early 2Cts ) appeared t o ba o·t 
about average intelligence. She seemed to be a qa.ict 
per son, l eaYing PIOst of t be -ta lking to her husba nd 1 but 
nevertheless she did part i cipate avidl.Y dUI'ing general 
di.E;CU'>Sions a.bou.t the sightil'.g. She emphasi sed t hat 
during tho ai;)lting she waa o:ctt•eme ly f rightened . !Irs 
D<cyraa.n-Johns a lso a:ore eyeglasses. These were. worn during 
tho sighting too. 

The Jnwstisation 
The sighting -,.as zr..ade known to SCUFO..'q! on 22nd June 1980 
through a colle~e involved in UFO study •ilo bad obtained 
a. photocopy of Steven Ieyman-Johru;' origi_nsl account. 
Howave'r 1 no add:reso ns given ~ it took ovor a month t o 
t race the witnesses. On 14th :\uguat , SCUFOR~ in~stiga..tcr 
Jan Hojto"Ji.cz; (J)J) wrote to steven and a.rra.."'lgCd. a.n inter--­
vie\i '"i.th him and his wi fe f'crr 16th septe~nber . On that 
day , JW with two ot her invost·±gators Raymond Smither~ (RS} 
and ::Bob f4oGregor (ll)l) intervie~-red the witnesses at their 
hotec . The interv:i s'" was rocorded on caSsette t ane a.od a 
.four-si ded repor t. fol"m was ooc pl eted.. • 

Thie vieit was dia~ssed at the next SCUiilQRI meeting and 
it vae ddcided. that a. visit to the lo~tion o~ the sigb.t ing 
;.1i.th tha \ofitnesses would be r..ecessary . JH contacted tho 
lotit nesses and a date for this wa~ find ~ 

In t he '!lea..nti!nQ 1 l etters we:re sent to t he Operations Room 
arvl ?(eteorological Office at RAF Lyneham, Wiltshire , 
requesting information on a.ircra.f t roanoeuvres aM weather 
conditions respaoti vely on the night o:f t-he e)gbting. The 
locat i on of the s:ieJlting ...as visited by S<XItt"'OI invoetigatorr. 
and Steven t t o roenact t he @·.rent, t~ke pho'tographs and mea.e­
uremAnt~. The farifl()r •!hose land the sig-hting t ook pl ace OVM" 

was also inter viewvd. 

R~plies c.rere rece.,ved from RAF [<rnollam during J anua,.y 1981 . 
A l etter was sent to rJestland Airc.ra:ft Ltd in Sooerset 1 

a eking for inf'orma_tion concarning he licopter activity in the 
area durin& the event 1 ar.d. a r e ply ~·a~ l"ecei vad p.racptl,y . 
Attempts ~-ere mad$ by SCiJFORI t o obta.in deta iled. maps of the 
location of the sight i r.g and several months later- these ~re 
acquired by ])l.n Mny.:;lo:i of PROBE througb. Somerset County 
Council. Tw-o Sctl!'ORI in.vast~tors visited Steven On 15·th 
March 1981 and again .... "')nt out to the l ocati on of the sighting 
to clarify one or t...o pointa. In &d.d.i !iion t o t hia , tho 
pbot ograJ)bs llrrl. maps we:re left with th~ ritnesse $ for them 
to annota.t~. 

PROBE a l s:) helped SCUFORI obtain 1-mather details :f'rom 
:Boseornbe Down. .. 

On 8th Mas 1981, a letter ;a,s oent to the Su:cerintendent o£ 
Police ai: Bristol asking for confirmation of- the fact that 
Ste\-en had reported t he event to t.h.e jx>lice station in 
Frome . A reply wa:J received on 4th J une 1981 . Stewn )JS.S 

visit ed t he fol l owing month by SCUFO!U in order to collect 
thG raaos ·and photographs that had been annotated. The 
location was once again looksd a.t a..nd SCl.JFORI managed to 
obtain a sto.tetr~Cnt from J ulio Do.,yma.n-Johns . 

Over oovaral meetings, tho infortnn.t ion obi.ai.Md. on tho caGe 
_was discussed a."lli analy3ed , i:!'..r..d it 1-.:a.!'> decided that there was 
suf'i'icient mat erial for a concl usion to be made. 

Eva.lu.a.tio.os and Conoluaionc 
Due t o the highl.y unu:oual na1>u..--e of the object (a) seen 
during t hi s s:ighting, it ha.e pr-owd difficult to investi~te 
a.nd in turn , try t o identify lf?'l.at \>JS.s seen. SCl.JroRI are of 
the opinion tb!.t t he wit nesses did not hoax this s i ghting or 
that tb.ey \<lOre victim.s of nr. elaborate h.os.:x:. Thorct'o:re 
SCUJIOR I bolieve that the mtnesses did soo s<:llletbing on the 
ni ght of 9th April 1960, o'hiCh to tho~ appeared to be 
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'Ullllsu.al.. · I n al l, there appears to be five separate sight­
ings, and each sighting wa~ analysed. separately on t lle 
asswnption that t hey ote~ indpendent of ea.oh othe:r:-

1) The initial sigbting ~-~as- of a white iie:h~/ob jeet which 
ce.rr~C into the wit ooas' view at a high speed 1 carte to in · 
abrupt halt, and aft~r 2. period o~ time, JnOved. orr a t high 
s peed . Dur!.Dg the i J>VOatigation SCOPORJ obtained two 
piooea of information l·lhich could have posaibly led t o t he 
identification of t)ds part of t he t~ighting. The firs t 
713B tha.t the area. was .regularly trequeated. by helicopteru , 
both milita..ry and O()(J'(lr,eroial. 'Ho;..-ever , the possibility of 
the light/object being a he l icopter 'lfilS di=smissed on the 
tTO\l.!ldB that; ' 

a. ) Steve,t;l Ila\{man-Johna dezcribed how tbe ob ject moved 
of f' at a ''pheno:eenal speedu t-thich appeared to be 
''faetor than a jot11 • • Also 1 t ~E reported tha.t the 
object suddenly stopped a.fter moving Qt hfgb epeed . 
sroroR! ar~ not a"Wa-"'1!1 of a.n.y heli oop'ter that ·oa.n 
atta.in such epeedc or duplieate tne reported 
manoeuvre e. 

b) Steven said that when watching the objeot both· 
i .neide and. ou..ts ide the car , he heard no .sounds t ba.t 
cou.ld be- a.ss oaia.t ed with t~e objoct / light . I t is of 
SCUFORI' a Opinion tha·t if t he object -,;as as cloae a s 
l:'eported, then. 'tho noise oauo9d. by s. heliooptel" 
".otOul d have been henrd. 

Tho ~oond piece of in.f'ormation was t.bat a farrr.er , whQ!Je 
land. the sie;hting BJ)pea.red. to · take placo on, ocoasi ona11.1 
hunt s dear . {Ho-,.,rever, this ;.a.s no t norcially i n the 
irr..,odia.to pro:d.mity of tM oigbting). During ·t he hunt 
(at night } he uses a search beam to i llwcinatf! the a..ni.mals 
and tbia boaJO can pick up a doer at "P to 300 yards 
dia-te.rioe. lt. is poasi blo t hs.t a bcMl of!' l ight ch.one onto 
the clouds could have been re~poneible for t he sighting. 
!tu.t, although the exact wea.ther conditi ons in the area on 
the night. in question are not k..YJ.otm, i t is c l ear that there 
lWI.S a.llnost i:oh .l cloud cover 'between 4500 and. 5000 f'eet . 
T"11.is altitude i s well cut of the: ra.nge of' the eea.r oh boam 
aad. t herefore rules it out B!3 a :po&lil i bility . Additiona.lly 
th~ farmer stated tha.t he \'IOUld. never direct tho beam 
eicywe.rd because of tlla hazard it coul~ ca\lBa to lo,....fl;ring 
aircraft . 

·?o conclude, SClJFORI know of !lO man-ttad.e o.r;- natural phen­
ocnena that could exp lai n thi• .J><>rt of tho ai(lhting and. 
therofOJ:e it. has been claaeitied as UNIDENrin!:O ~ 

.&':"::.::-· 

2) The observation of a ":wh i t ish gl ow'• ·, -having the sha;>a 
of an imrerted tij ', .seen on the horizon i n the direction 
of Ifunney Catob . The possibility of th.G wit nesse$ in fact 
o'bsar--.ri.ng the glow- given by the li,ehte of Nunney. Catch or 
by •l!>bicle headlighto have be~n consi<lered. SCOFO!l.l do not 
:feel that enough ir'.:forma.tion has beoil corre l ated to lb&..ke & 

classification possi ble, so th.ie:' p1ut of ·the s i l;ht:i.ng has 
boon labelled a a D<SUFFICIRNT D.',T~. 

3) The observati on o£ a. ft·hite, paral lel verticle beam of 
light seen behi nd a group of trees . The boi!m t ha..t the 
witr.esse~ described ,;as of a highly Wl\J.sual naturo; its 
appes..,rs.nco bei.ng similar to that of' a. l al!;er bosm of visible 
monochromatic light. Du~ t.o the fa.ct that t his beam was 



Map or the area shol-:'i.ng t he rou.d,s;. used "by -t!le \-ti.tne3Ses 
as they a ttempted t o follo\-.' the urn. 

Btationary- a.nd w:rt-ie:le SCUFOF:l fel t it r,coa.s ver :; unlikely 
that it \-Ja B t he s eaT'ch beam far hunting. It ~s also not 
i n t he area where t he bear» \'ltis normally used. I n conclusion 
e. classifi C$tion of Ulfi DEt!Tli"mD &hall be placed on thi s 
part of the si~ting . 

4) The ob ~ena.tion of a ;-:hi te ob ject 1 approximate ly 30 
yards i n d i8.1leter, w.bich slo.,!l.y gave dol-m a ~ihite beS.Rt of 
light. Then a:t't er four minut es , the b~azn of light nr e:trac­
t ed n. SCUroRI know of no m:l-mad.e or natural phenomeM 
wbich fits the description of the ob j ect/i irs:ht or beam of 
light given by i:he witnesses . !n conclusi on, this section 
of t he event shall be classified a.s Ull!DEl>"l'lFIRD. 

5} The ob servation of a ~-hite object which travelled over 
the ~it ness ' oar as they t.rere oeateci in i t (or "clbrebo:nbed" 
as Steven Dayme.ro.-Joh.n:s qu.ote d i"t ) . Once ·a.ge.in thi s "part of 
the sighting d.oes not aoom to f'it t "he ciegcriptiQn of any 
mar.-rrJ.ll.le or natural phenomena. known to SCU~'ORI a.."".d t h9T'e forc 
must be classified UNI DENTIFIED. 

I t must be s t ressed that all the oonclusionu arrived a t are 
based. on thQ. i nf"orrna.tion available "When they r...-ere made. In 
thi s light , SCUFO..tn can onl y assume that t he l ast two parts 
of' the whole event ~-rer e Vllr".f posaibly s igbtings o:f the same 
ob ject . rrowever, it is not pos c ible i.o state Hhether all 
f ive sighting& were of the as!!:)$ ob ject. 

Sh ould any furthe~ infortoation. become avai labl e on this rose, 
the f' ile •Ail l 00 re-e xa.."tlin-ed and the conclusions will be 
open to fresh appraisal. 

REFLECT IONS ON THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD DOUGAS PAYNE 
Jenny Randles • article 'Taking steps Oow:1 tbe Yellow Brick 
Road 1 (PROBS REPOR:·r Vol 4 , lio 1) :prowd to be a rnost inter-­
eating account of her t hought-9 so far on t he subject of 
close encount er UFO r eports. Of' c~se , given tha rate of 
evolution in · .. ilat ehe .det:;oribos a:;; her "personal qu..est for 
tru.th" I am very conscious as 1 am WTiti116" that h.er article 
and· thus mine too ar-e alread.y pro"baCly irretrievably out­
dated.. Nevert heless, a:>tro.ming we a l l mu s t stop to t u.ke 
breath solrw!.ti~ne , tbese corments ma.y yot have Rome temporary 
V&lue . 

As 2. psychol ogist, a.t;y attempts to rupply psychological 
per ::.J)Qotiv&s to UFO experiences have rey undiVided attent­
ion, es:peoia.lly when , ~:.s Jenny r i ghtly pointe out , their 
applicability is considerably w-ider than just u fologv. ·r t 
must be admitt~d, however , t hat up to noH 1 there has "been 
very l i tt le i!l)T'.lt to this side o:f the d..ebate , ~ defi ciency 
w..l:lich I have, perhaps na.iwly 1 f'ou..'\d sorr.ewhat surprising 
..men one considers that · the cornerstone of evidence about 
Uli'Os has been the subjective t~st imon,y of eyewitnesses 
rather than. t he objective evidence which i s such a. oorm.on 
foaturo in the physical scie.nooa . The a.pplica.t i on of 
psychological knowledge i n t he field of perception • 
cogni-tion &.nd. memory to the evaluation of Wit.ne~:<~ t ost:i.­
mocy (and t hus t o an evaluation of the liFO ownt itself) 
has grea-t potential and. deser?es fuller COVl!rage in the 
ufologica.l l i ter ature a Kaving &aid that , i t oa..zu:t01; bo 
ols.imed that t he sub ject bas been ign.ored a l tog& thor 
(llo.ines 1• 19'79 , 1980 are not able e:<amples ) and ironicall,y , 
it has been impligit in every attempt by investigat ora and 
critics a l i...ka to yrodu ce an r.ro out of a UFO. After a l l t 
is not a.n imputed miside.nt i f ioati on a.n. u.nwitting exe-rcise 
in applied po,ychology'? 

t'he subject o£ J-en..'\Y" 1S art i cle, ho,.-cVer, ~'las UFO close 
encounters , the most exot i c of UFO experiences, so le"i 
thi s discussion emphasise them rat her t han the more nu.trter­
ous , but prosaic , Unidentified Atmospherio PhenOfl'.et.aa. (UAP) 
repor1:Ga A~; a first point I "'<)Uld. liko to Q.Sl"OO ~n.tb 
Jeruzy •s clAim -that a. person's 6'U.bjective experience (since 
al l exper ience i5 subjective t his is inevitably t autolo­
gical) rarel,y mirrors ob j ective roality. Thia io 1.n faet 
a trui~ in psycho logioa1 aoience 1 where d.iacrf!lpe.nci e:s 
between object ive stimuli such as .size , d.ist~ce, bright­
ness a.nd. colour of ob ject s , a.'ld ~heir S'>b;ieot"ive impress- _ 
ion in t he mind of t he beholder are commonplace and under 
certain circumetanoes oa.n be qu.ito largea SUch dise:repan-
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cies depend upon a varie t y of differe nt .factors invol ving 
both the person , who ~cts && the observer (eg mental state, 
be:liefs , expectations , arousal, t a tigue, aotivi:tieS at the 
time of t he nperience), the ph.Vsica.l environment 1orithin 
whi ch he i:s operating (eg i l lll:li.n!l.t:ion 1 w&ather, geogra.p"l\Y) 
&nd s oCial f'act ors (eg t he presonco. or :lboenoe o:f other 
peoplo) . The !flain problem for psychologists i a to determine 
t he extent of t he dis crepancies and. the reasons f or their 
occu.r r encea Tbe s i t uation i s , of coUrae , remarkably comp­
licat ed •..men ambiguous or· oomple:c: .ei tuat i ons or events ar e 
being o"bae:rved.. Ala.s, our present knowJedge can do l i-ttle 
more t han indicate the posaible ef:rects of some ot tbe8e 
.factors and. ! rrou.ld hope to write :fUrther a.bout this subject 
on another Oc:oo.:;don. 

Human experience, therefore. is generally taken t o be 111ore 
or le8s at vnria.nce with obji!!IOtive reality but , nevertheless , 
retaini.ng 2ome t r aceable or.mnection. L"l other trord.s , ..ma.t­
ever the degl"ee of error bet ween the t tfo 1 the e:.:perience can 
~till be ident ified with an objective stimulus or event .. 
One can readil:r conceivo of a contirru:um, rather liJ.--.6 Jei:J..ey• 3 
spectrum , ranging frocn minimum to rna:ti.mum discrepancy 
between t b9 objective event a.'ld the subject ive experiene:e. 
Going .further, W'tl ca.n a lso anvi s.tl8'3 a ai-tuation in whioh 
there is no identifiable oon.n.ection beb..een the subjective 
e.xperierloe and. t he objec-ti ve world a t all . Ra.llucina.tiona 
ani visioM may cr::ma into thi s category . rr·he$8 exPOriences, 
ho~ver t are i.l!!Ually t hought of aa being associated "With 
abnormal huma.."': cond.i tions such a.s i llness, drug ingestion 
or a.oute ph:fa ica.l or mental s treo:s but they ~ a.lao be 
eVident when these eondition3 are a.bSOnt (or t hought t o be). 

Do close e ncounter reports- accu.ra-te l,y represont objective. 
r eality or not? Without conclus ive ob jective evidence £or 
any given cloae ~ncounter we roust consider the poseibility 
that a report eit ller misrepresents reality t o sosne extent 
or 1gnores it comple t ely. J enny Ra.JX!.l es seems t o f avour 
t he f ormer view, althoogh i t is qu.ite possible that the 
lattor , as in hallucinatory experi.ences, rray be just as 
valid . One can B.YtQpa.thioe with the a pparent need to find 
an external cause for any gi ven experie nce :£'01' we rea..aon 
that t he wit nes c aru..ot ha.va perceived. eomething rea.l in the 
ou-tside 't."Orld to ma.k.o him experience what he did. 

I f we a ccept the occurrence of ball ucinatary e:xpl2:rience~,. 
hoNe.ver , espeoiall,y t hoao l"'b i cb take plaoe ~ a.n,y 
obviou.s precorA.itional factor such as d.r~cos or $tress, 
t hen t.'O do not need to posit the etistenoe of an exter~l 



cause . ·rhe .entire experience could be internally gener­
ated. In other .,'OrdP, olo£le cnCQU.'lter experiencoe could 
well be e:ri:erna.lisod c:anta.l i.Jna,gery . In one sense they 
might be thought of e.s ""king dream> . 

Concerning Jenny's "apeotrum o~ reality" I &Ill &abUllli.ng 

that this aims t o sbotf" the range of human e:q:erie.noe froc:! 
th>t which io objectively dominated to tb>t ><hioh is 
oul>jectively dominated. If this i 3 ao , then I think th&t 
consciousneSs, in terms of l evels of con&ciousness, must 
bo made explicit by its inclusion in aey objeotive-su'b­
jo.ctive continuum . )ly own ·represebta.tion of rea l ity , a 
re&lity-eonsoiousness matrix, ia thl!refo:re somewhat 

' diff erent b-orn Jenn.,y'c and. loo~ lilct:! tbio: 

OBJEOI'IVR R!ti.LI'l'Y 

A ~iakiM coneci0\.113:neco 
( includee ima.ginary 
activity and scene 
hallucination•) 

ularly eystioal e.xperienoe:J. I have therefore allowd ror 
Jeni~Y's "Quasi-eonscicu.s E:rperie·oce" by including altered 
stetes in rey ropreaentation, although I t~~UGt fJa:/ at thi5 
point that I do not necessarily '-'"Tee that close Gncounter 
experiences . oan be eo ch&ra.cter is:ed~ 

Wher e does thic kind of a.."lalysia take us:? I thin.~ ·that its 
· g rea.test value lies in providinp a. 'frame of i-efer ence and a 
range of interpretat ional pos;eibilitiea for UFO r eports .. 
An impartial contemJ>lat ion of nuch a. rulity-conncious 
matrix rrLakes one real ise that any given UFO experi~nce must 
be placed only with great care at one of the various 
posit ions o;ri.thi!l it . 

SOBJECTIVR REALI'l'Y 

'& Altered states 
~ (mystical exper-
conaoiou3!'leae ienoes; sQ!te balluo-

ins.1ions) 
-----ifr---~----~·~ - -~ 

Unconsciousness 
{drea.au:; U!lconsoiouo 
:r3nta!ies) 

'lbe IR8in points here aro th&t =king colll!cio-.umoos (A), 
a.lthough never totally objootiw, spa.nc t he contintl"W!. from 
ob jective to :mbjective reality but does not do so 
completely; it stops short of ma.:ri.Jnum subjectivity s i.llply 
because a totally ob·jective, ,yet wakingt experience is · 
difficult to conceive without conse1ouec.eso taking on t ho 
characterist ics of a.n alt ered stat e; in a ltered s:ta.tes (B ) 
objec+.ivity ie reducing a.nd eubjeet ivity increasing; in 
unconsciousness (C) obje:otive reality 1e at a. minimum. 

Jenn,y's spectrum refers to lucid droams a.nd her arti cle 
gfws t hem so:-.e emphasis.. I have orni tted thern &}together 
f rom tho matrix, au.bZ~.uning thetn u.n:le.r .drea.ms. The !'e~son 
t cannot give. t hem any apacia.l i11portanco i a because I 
'believe them t o be essenti ally uninterpretable. They 
preseot us with a logical probleM - how ca.n c..-e M SUN: 

tb<~-t lL dreamer 'a 11a...-areness•• of himacl:f dreaming (tuld 
possibly "in control" of his dream.) is net mer.ely another 
as-pect of the d.roa~n itaelt, -not unlike aey other- part? In 
other \.'Ords, how do ~ know that the dreamer is not merely 
drear:.iDg t hat he Me some kind. of ecnsciO'Uenoee? lf this 
ia the caee, than the sp~ oia.l qua.lity and sta.tW! of lucid 
d.reruns disappears . Koreover, t he notion which Jenny uses 
abou.t "the blS.sic subjeotive ima-gery (being) ilrtruded by 
objective. conscious experience which t hen aff ords acme 
control ovor H" .:ou.ld be i ncorrect •. Dreams are so ofte!l 
very ccnvinoir-.g in their apt~arent roalia11 to t he d.resme:­
tha.t I cannot s-ee how we ca.'"l give speoia.l credence to the 
..treame.r ' s belief , ho\IIOWr str ong , that he i s experie ncing 
Gome kird o.r conscious al<.laronesa· or control i.n the dream. 

The quali·Uca wh.ioh Jenny uses t o descr i be tho •oz• fa.ctor 
{sensory and t i me distortion , mental tranquility, etc ) bea.r 
striking si~nilarity to tho!!e which che.racteriee ;:hat haw 
come to bo called a.ltered '3tatea of consciousness , partie-
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It i s easi er to rNOrk in reverse order here by taking t he 
level of unconsciousness first . I should imagine that very 
few 1 if finJ', UFO repor-ts would nor111all,y ·be assigned to this 
oatcgo:ry. There h.:we boen cases , however , where the ~1tnes~ 
p&G~ed. out if not duri-ng, thon soon after the alleged o\ose 
encounter and ! atn pet·sua.d.ed to conei dor the poasibi li ty 
(only that) that thoae cases might b o included heu.· He. 
person reportcs a oloze onoov.n:ter during or soon a.ftor Wich 
he lose~ consciousness we can:not be certain, in thti absence 
of otbt!r indepon:lent evidence, tha.t the ·entir@ close 
encounter experience ia not an .unconscious f anta!J:y tempar­
al"ily con!'u.s&d in the memory of the r.titMss. · UFO invest­
igstors would usually accept the order o!' events as 
described by t he witnes3 eg 11 ! •..rae ~'&lki.ng a long t he etree"t 
when a. uro la.nd.ed, the door opened, I saW' two hu:na.noid 
f orme but then I 1m1st have ptt!ised out".· ~ibatever tho cause 
of t he wi tneae losing conGoiou~ncos, v.-e have no eua:rantee 
tha.t:. tho ordel' of event6 h-ere. a.f> he d.e~cribed them to be 
arxl t hat he pae:s ~d out after he had ib'9 close 'encounter. 
The w1tm~ss may b.a\"8 und.~rgonc a fantasy e:z:perienoe on or 
af'te.r loeino consciousness whioh ma.y have subsequently 
become chronologically disordered in his memory.. )!emory 
distortions of t his .nat\ae aro quite possible . 

At the level o-r altered states there ia a. heavy ·but 
probably ehifti.ng element ot au'bjeotive intlul!lnce and 
the se altered totates are pa.rtl.Y defined by cha:'act:oristico 
3i.mi'"iar to thoee des cribed by J$r.ny as the 'OZ' feotor . 
Sinoc 1 0Z ' i~ ~ptomatio of Jenn..v's "Qrlaei-Consciou$ 
E.x,pe!'ienoe 11 and &he -.ppears to ecnmte QC &xpe:riencc t-.'ith 
close eneou.~+.ort 1 I take it that $he" 1£ lloving to"Wards an 
a l tered states h.ypotheeiG for close encounter cases. Or 
am I putting ...,"'rds into het' mouth? 

T~ leve l of tmkin& oonsoicusne~s is by f a.r ;ne 110st 
OOl!'niOrt in UFO reports (lf not close enoaunt'ers) and. could 



pl"0aent the most fascinating psycholol_ti.cal problems. }lout 
UFO reports a.re deetr:ed. t o !all into this category even 
though l'aking' con3ciousness can include a. lJro'id.e range of 
objecti 1n - subjective interactions (:see !!'.atrix ) . FU.nds.­
men'\al to our int erpretation of any particular UFO event 
i s acme kind of ;lsseesment of the :r~l.a.l; ive obje ctivity/ 
subjec-tivity of t he witne~e at t he time o r t he experience . 
'By invoking · •oz • i."l close encounter oa.3as, ~hich I am 
:;;mggest ing i s a.n indica.t or of altered stateo , it ie 
implied that the gub jective alomant i s ver y strong and 
that therefore ... -e should be looking for a ps:ychological 
explanation for such experiences. 

Can we ccme t o the ::;ame concluei o:uJ. for tho~e ~es where 
tb.era is an a b !JOJU3'B of 10Z ' chara.cte.rtsti~? Jenn.7 has 
raised Ml 1n~ng poi n·t by irop l.ying t hat the ' OZ' · 
!"actor is pro~bly present in maey more cloae encount ers 
than -,...a tl'..ink- she bel.ieV1!s that it just has not been 
mentione d sufficiently by witnea~e:a . She further implies 
t ha t CU"eful qo.1eetioning of c loec CncO\Ulter witnesses on 
t hiG eapect of the experience will eX.Po3e more in::stMces. 
She my be right but, ac I i ndicated earlier , I c.a.r:utot 
help reaaining sceptical on this ])Oint , m.3.inly because I 
find it bard t o believe ~hat the"" chara<:terist ics of a 
close encounter, if impor tant to witne:Joo s , would not be 
mor e frequently and spontaneou•ly eJC]lt'ess ed by thozo. {H 
is poq:sib l e \hat they t14y have been repor t ed. more frequen­
tly by witnesses but that the investigators iu!.ve been 
reaponsible for the · apparen-t deficit in not recordif'.g 
t he se de\ails which t hey err oneously t hought were unimpor ­
tant) . 

Jenny goes furthe.r by cuggesting t .hat the 'Ot ' factor is 
also present in ot he r paranormal experienoos (~, 
precognitions and. clairvo.ru.n t r-eadings ) . £ven if this ...rere 
true, and I do not know t ba.t it is, I I'ind i t difficult to 
think of thosi£1 pa.ranorrra.l events a.a $11_-ff ieiently anal ogous 
to olose encounter experiencoa as to support the •oz • 

pr opotsi tio n. Among paranormal events general ly I think 
th!.t apJ>6ri tioD<J.l experi e nces afford n. c l oser analogy 1 but 
here I reca.ll that tbe apparit i on liter atu-re has r.ade l itt l e 
mention of lritneoses exhibiting or describing symptOCI1a 
cha.raoiieris1.ic of altered sta.toa. 

Whilat not den..vin's t ha.t :301T.e close encount er s rmcy involve 
the 'O'Z' factor, I t-Jou l d hesitate to go further t han this 
wi t hout seeing the evi donce .. Until we ha·te this evi=ll!mce , 
a.nd p@rhaps Jen.Y~Y's new boo~ "UFO REA!..ITY"' will SU}.. !.y i t , 
I t tdnk t here a:-e good . grounds fro- believing tha t a ·. loast 
s cme, i f not IJW.ny , clo~:~ e :.cou.n.teT' repor t c -,..i.ll no :}ontain 
the ' OZ ' factor and , therefore , in those ea&e s whi!!'r .. illnes:s t 
drugs . s t ress ol" unoonsoiouanea~ also h3.ve bGen ru' · ~ . out 
we are back to t he baginning in trying t o expl ain them. 

The uimp l e trut h of t he mat t e r i s t hat ·we do not yet know 
and undtr !it z.nd. the !Ul l range of human subjec-t.ive experienoe 
within ord i nary liRlking ool'l..ocious.noaa. If the evidenoe· for 
olos~ encount ers , and apparitions tor that matter, ia Un.?­
thl.ng to go by , then p3,YC:hological s cience mtlSt come to 
ter~s wi t h a rich aubjectivc world of ~ ~o:ooti.mea , vivid 
:realiGJl ~hich can take place dur i hg full conseiouaneao al'.d 
yet b e total ly oonvinciD& to the participant. Its r(t' l a.tion­
ship with t he objective worl d may, however , be as t enuous 
as that of uneon!Jcioug fantasies or drug-ind.uced hallncin­
at.io.ns. On 'the othGr hD.nd, ite :psychological importance to 
the individua l c.nd its s i gnificance to our undel'starrling of 
human behaviour and e xper ience may prove t o be quite 
considtU"'able . 
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IN SEARCH OF FAME & FORTUNE JENNY RANDLES 

PROBS RE:PO..~ has ~ho.,_n in recent issues that there lL.T-C 

dangerous backwaters to the oro myster y. Hhe.re ritnesses 
os.n lead themse l ves , and trust;<ortb1 inwstigat.ora astray 
in a ,,uest ~or some ofton ill-d@.fined goal'. Rarely ia it 
qui t -e so obvious o.nd s traightforward as t be proverbial 
famo a.n~ too-tune, but t her e is ahrays thi: risk tbat it 
might be . 

T'ha study of ca.aes which are explai.!'1ed ca.n be of valu.e to 
our understanding of TRUE OFOa. The excell e nt ' CASE 
CLOS!:Dt feature i n this journal proves that. lto ufo l ogi.st 
worth ~hi.ng at a ll shoul d d:i:smiss these accountn a~ 
berinO' or i rre l evant Ol't heaven f orbid , ref'uee to r ead 
them :nd react in -the hir;h.ly regre t table way that 'the 
onoe respected Tony P;ioe bJ:I. s dona . (See letter to t he 
editor in 1-he last is sue: of J>aO»E RE:PORT . ) 

The SCUJtiRI invest iga~ion of tho M13 boo.x tm~. of .gl"eat 
importance to e~.ybody sorious ly interested in UFO• ( 1 ) . 
l n a d ifferent ~-a:s so wa.s my own pro-vious des cription. of 
an inor<>dibls hoax (2 ) . In t he sco>ORI case tho t rickster 
fabricated evideno8 upon ovidenoe . In t he MUFORA invest­
igation which I re l ated 1 be actually impa:rconate d a 
senior i>Olico otficer (and continued t o do so when ~11-
ensed by a real senior police offi cer ! ) All these anoves 
were i n order to perpetua.te a ole~_. encounter f'aot asy. 

Such cases nm.!:t provide object lt:!esona in the capa.bilit ies 
of in·..restigat ors 1 it nothing el~ . For their un:nasking 
show that (on eo:r:o ocoasione -at le•st) we ~ able to do 
our j ob , and do it \f\lll (3) . In addition t'hey i lluotrate 
t o the outside world tha.t tore are not wide-eyed believnrs 
who sweep our dirty dishes under the tea- towel , out o:r 
&ight ' and thus out of >~ind. 1~ c:.RE about truth . Ard so 
t ~ero are several good justifications 'lor airing t:!:l~u::e 
t11attere overy nol-l' :lnd ags.in. 
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I "therofore · make no apology f or taking you on another 
myete!"y tO':U. ·t o no..W.&H in particular (save t he dept.he: of 
t he lruma...n mind) . Nor 1 I suspect, is the editor of this 
publ.ica.t ion oven faintly ·remorseful tw taking up valuo.bl e 
sp~ce on this non~vent . Eeo.r with us bo'th and. you might 
see t he significance . 

Perha.ps t he fir~t 'rm-rning sign that this ~"'· study teaches 
r cquircG s:wa amplification a.t t h i s point . It conoerns 
-the post~ncounter behavi our of the witness (or pseudo­
witness as it hare JDUSt be ) . FolloWing his alle~ 
e xperiences . OVCJ' t he !:'ast er holidays in 198 1, he l i t eral!.)• 
:a e t out to find any ufologfst I'Cho woul d lis ten. He spoke up 
a:t a WFORA meeting aeon after these things ba.d "happened ' , 
it' indeed they ever did. Here ho persuaded then lru'!"''RA" 
councillor Robin Litd.se,y to te.}ce; an i ntere~t , alongside 
severa l others. After a field trip t o the soene of the 
crime !IJFOR.4 quiclcly lo3"t intorea't t dismissing the whole 
me. tter a:s nonsense . Cer\~l,y the ca.se never becamo a 
1lational tnveotigatioas Ccmni ttoe problem when this toras 
fortr.ed soe~~e rn.ontho. later , and a.t tho time I was not &\1al'e ot 
what had transpired. The ..,'i tness did move fr<YG thie fail'Ul"e 
to the Surrey Invostigo.tion Group who similarly l ost interest 
after confronting 'tile rom.ontici3111 of the story. 

Things seell to have 4paed for a t i 111e Wl·til thl·r ~:tness 
decidad to t r .Y onco moro and.' lo~<~<er the credibil ity 1ohres bo1d. 
a b it . I f' he could not oonv'inoe adults of his M.-entures 
t'hen possibl,y children mi8ht liot on. So he w:rote to the now 
de.t"unct children •, Uro ~inc MAGIC SAUCER , o.nd his sight­
ing ~• given """'" pr001inenee in t heir Jul,y /AU&Ust 19B2 
i esaue . 

Fra> this published account the Pl,ymout h UFO Investigation 
Centre (PUP'O!C) pi eked it up an! , t h..,U, to MAGIC SAUC!l! 
editor Crystal Hoeben , we:re put in tou.cb. with the wi;tncas 
(who shall b e kno•n aa Terr;y) . He bad adve.rtised a 4500 



word desoript.ioo of his sxperienees £or "loan" to serious 
inwsti t;ators .. On 31.et August 1982 this •rots sent to Erie 
Worris of PUFOIC, who a lso happens t o Qe 3UFCRA ' s RIC for 
Devon a...,d Cot"n"'--all. At this poi nt i t might be opportune to 
expl ain t he a.ppar9ntly confusing geograpbs of this situati on. 
Groups frOI'\ London , Surroy and Devon h-ero all invol ved 
because Terry lives in Surrey but ' · a.t t he tirn.e of his 
claimed O.X'(X)r lence.s, vas on holida.r in Devon .. 

The PUFOIC invcs\ i ga.tion went tilt&~ , ~-i th r~sults 'that you 
,_ill see in a moment . Thi s .,..-as concluded in ea:rl.y 1983 .. 

· Bu't e'len after t hat, Tet>ry ~nt on t o find. another set of' 
inn~tigators to l isten t o him ! In the summer of T963 I tms 
surprised t o oe i nformed by Dr' Hugh Pincot t, ~oretary of' 
ASSAP t t ha.t t here wa~ an excellent cas& (poaeibly even a 
close encounter of tht~ t hird k:i.!rl) a nd 3skine fo: advice on 
ho\f t-."9: mi ght be»t pursuo it . Terry had not( a ttached him&:e lf' 
to ASSAP ":ho , ig::~.orant of' 1-~t had gone on bef or e , might 
have ~ted ve.lua.hlc tin:c and e.fTort but f er the interw.p.tion 
of ser endiptity . T•..--o da.ys before I had r flosived Eric 
rtorris' oonsid&red report on Terry an~ his ela.ims . 

A~med. 'rl':ith t his information A.SS!P were abl e to r e consider 
their interest i n t :hw case; although it WaS decided to 
examino :it trom a somt?•,.."ha.t diff erent angl e , aa the brio! 
ot AsSAP d.oas not stop if the 1anoa-a.ly ' conc~rnad proves 
or no ufological i.mportane@i . 

1 think t :his lack of oorr.:.'tl'llni e!.tion betl-.aen aor iou.s-tninded 
groups i 5 a ' major problem ~ have done too l ittle t o 
overoo""'• ti1JJi'ON (UJi'O RRS"_.A'RCll !!ORTB) and UPO R"!:SSARCH 
tUDU.NDS ex.i$t a.lmost entir ely to ht! lp ; as did the erst­
Hhile MAU~. But t he most troublesome groups a.ro thO 
one& 'l'.ti.O St03 3._*"3' from miCh. li~iaon~ il.~ :;:o their effect 
i s minimi~ed . BUFORA ' s N!O {lJa.tiona.l Investigation 
Contnitt eo) i s doing ito bit t o !)e l p . Ou.c r e!!"lo.r meetings 
ara: open to attcnd.anoe by a..rzy· Bri tiab. g:-oup , local or 
national . In such cirCldlstances cases can be discu~sed. 
and resources pooled td:thout damaging anybod.Y ' s ind.eperxi.­
a.noe . Unfortunately , for groups who refuse to coopera te 
or even a tt end , t here is J!otbing t<~e can do (except keep 
trying) . At the moot recellt l!UFCRA NIC r.:eoting (held in 
conjunction with tho u-.ajor UFO event on the yeer ' s 
oa.lendar , the IIUFORA 3rd tnternat1ona UFO Congroga , to 
booat nu.'Gborc) only r epres9'nta.t iws o! ro.JroRA , P.ROBE and 
SC'U:::x>RI attended fr~ Britain. Thoro ~re more overseas 
r;roupa t here ! That it did prove \l.seful was shown by a 
liai con t h;>.t de vol oped bet.,.,.en :IDFORA and CIJ!'(IS (USA ) on 
t ,.-o important oases . Ima.&i,ne how much more. could be 
done by such HI C meetings i f' othar Br:itish UFO groups 
1f0~" wil l i ng to be a l ittle mot'e f l e xible , for the gOod. 
of t he ~ubjeet . 

lt i" IW<I in tbio respeot 'lllat about t he only ""jor group 
( ~;~ o f ar a.t~ ~-ce. knot.,) t-rho b:!.s not fallen vi ct i m t o Te:rry 1 ~ 
a l lurings is CONTAOl' UK. But I h.cl.ve to say , as .far as ..... -a 
hlott , bec.a.use CO!.frAcr UK unfor t".mat el.Y con'till'.ta to 
demons.trzrte their int en.sl.,y i aolat ioniet policie:s . 
Recently a. photographic oaae wan prozno"!:ed by t hem in the 
natiooo.l ~rects , be ing he:"~lded. by t he group as the most 
important photograph ever taken in lJri't.ai.n. The doubtful 
nature of 'that statement is not the i ssue I wish t o 
r aise . iiho.t is a t i ssue is their total ref'u!;a l to share 
data. on the antter with fe l l ow inves tigators . · '&f!"'RA ' G 

a.ocradited inve~tigator for t ne r egion in quogti on 
( -.-e~t Yor kshire) even l.'ent to t he t rouble oT joining th~il" 
loca.l t eam . Doth t o oetnent r elationships and as t he only 
appa..rent WOl;y of finding out any info::-rn~t ion . Ho W.t:' 

actually throlt-n out of t he group because it 1>.1:'lS &eemingly 
feared he mi gh.t 11eak• data on t he case t o lnlRJR..A. . 'I'his: is 
terri bly distressing. But t here i e very little we C!ln do 
a.bout g:rou:ps who choo3e - t o f'ollow t his line. Ho~ver, toM 

ca.n a t leact publish t he results of the ?UFOI C E::tu.dy anrl 
b.opo that it is not too ls.te for s omebody out t here who 
rn ight be t he next potential 'Ticti~ of t h1s oer.ta.inl.y very 
zealous witness ! 

Th.e Claim 
'?erry = s v131tl.nlr Devon for a f:l.V'O cta,y camping holiday on 
his own. He arrived in a f'i~ld by the sea. a.t Budle igh 
Saltert on on 17th .April 198 1 ~ Near biG"~ was an old. hut into 
whi ch ha coul d. carry col l eoted. pieces of wood and. m.9.ke a 
f il"e., althoogh t.he weather ~ mil d for the t i me ot year ~ 
At 22 . 00 on 18t.b he beard a. huge ' bang ' and. rur::hed out or 
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.aia t ent t o :lee a t-tlti te light r.o•1i.og slOl-113 !'rom over t he 
aea. a."ld aC'I"Oes the field~ . As ho IJ'.lt it , "l don't t hink i t 
was Concorse .... I t i;l. O".aght:. after that it might he.\re been one 
of t-he objects I had previcnu;!y aeon at Warmins t er . " 

Nothing happened t ho oor.t cla,y , but at o:; . 30 or. 20th April he 
wa.e outeido tho t ent boiling s ame \...a ter for a breo.kfast cup 
·If tea "''he r. he saw three li~ht :J in the fie.ld before him ~ 
·!"hey seC!med to bog- on or neir th~ ground. . CH.mbing a mound 
for a ba t ter view he $-D.H t hey waTe very large ani bet'r.l&en 
tbom prac-tically oowrod tho t.:idtb. of the field . As he 
walked over in their d.ire c~ion on~ or them bri ghtened up, 
a a i f it had s een him.. There \-laS no sound or movernen.t and 
he does not kno.,., 'Whet hap_p·ened t o t }'o..e:m. l!e aot$ very 
confused a'bout t l1is a..n.d 'St1.'7s , .. Did I go back into t he tent 
'rJhi l e th~ lightc ~~re atil l thore'? 11 Re Continued hi~; 
beha·n.our quite leisurely for t he reat of the day and did 
not rl!!port the event s t o anybod.,y. 

At 04. 30 on 21!;t April he looked out t o see if t he l igh.t e 
had retur!'l.ed . SUre enough , he ~a.w h .'O of them , but further 
o.'toey and over s. nearby farm . He set off do•..m th~ l ane and 
then along a. track t hat skirti!d the field.. heading t o...a.rds 
t hg fa.:-m . As he l.Q.lked , a flashi ng light soaJe t~nt.:r fee t 
a~ (r -econ&"tructed. d.iatance on site) u.ad..e h im stop . iie 
then r ealised be .,.-as viewiJlS' an ova.l :::~haped. object on t he 
o,"l"ound. \4'hich h'l.£ SI..U'round.ed by flashing ligr.ts ~ As it 
re·.rolved a. sort of ";.orthola" l33 visible upon it . 

Tb.e o'bjact began to move a.~i4lJ" a.er osa t hs field and. Te~r:; 
fell to t he f loor paraly sed . His back • ... as s ere and he 
s ays he felt strange~ cold. On9 of t he t •1o light s whic:'l 
he had e:een over t he far m came closer and nowred lo'li 
do'rnl , no•, sringi.ng l ike a. pendu lum . V.e kne· .. · he ~.1ght, -;o 
loaw the area bu-t hG oould not do so. :Ee bet;an t o ws, _k 
t o'i'msds the "crafts" {sic ) apya.rc.ntly no i ons--or pa.:-a)..yse.:i . 
On~ or the tr.ro $eemed to "grow" and hb tUl' t~.ed a .... 'SV.. 1:. 
wa.a now o6 . l5 · Thi s pt"otra.t&d d'tration seerl!ei ~o r..:.~g-est 
the ;poseibi~ity of s. se cond timo la.pse . {'r!!.e first ~eir..e; 
duri~ the previou~ encounter ) . 

f rom outside hut that Terry camped i n , lockinz at 
the field in lrffi.ich he claimed t o see t}'l.ree lt::Oe on 
2oth April 1091 . (Photo: PU!"'IC ) . 

At 06. 45 Ter ry piickad up his tent a.nd. l e tt , leaVing one 
of the l ights a-t ill hoverin~ over t he farm . By 09. 30 his 
visiot~. was "doub l e ". By 16. 30 he had reeched Axemouth 
a.ncl \~-as resting , with his .?J~kle now awolle.n. SUdUe nl.y he 
hea.red. the \'."'rds 11 Are you. happy•• , a l though nobody "-as 
around . 'Rut in t'h4!!1 field beside him he f'ouJXi t hree 
eircul a: impressions which -rormed a t ri.angle, <rith sides 
o! about eight feet . 

lly 21 .00 ho had t r<>wllod on t o LYme' Regio and >~ent to a 
phone box. !rut a loud knock on t he glaSs (despite nobody 
being in sight) sent him off .. . H 2) . ) 0 he b l urted_ out 
his story t o a l ocal stranger, who sugges-ted he 50 to a 
ne:!.!'by hoapi-taL ~,'al.k'ln.c there with the Mn Terry 
suddenly col~psed onto the .floor. The time :-:a$ a-bout 
mi dni ght . ~ vis ited the hospital , t-rho ch-ecked him owr 



but fou.nd. not hi ng t he matte:r td th him. He was sent back 
into t o;m in t 'h~ midd.:le cf t he night but cou l:i not s leep. 
Then, on s h.a.n ns in the d.a.lm, 1:tiO t-reals apl)eo:u'Gd o!!. hi s 
f aoe . · 

!:elie'ViJ:l6 t ha';. he noe had pb.ysi~nl ~vi dence to support 
his story Terry decided to r-! t urn t o t he hospital and. t r y 
t o pareu..ade l h13m t!lat his encounter \133 r eal .. But on his 
way t he!'o he heud. a · voi ce ~~P -te lling him, " Don ' t 
report to t he hospital" . ..Bu.t he ~pt going right up to 
t ht building , wher ?u.pon he sa"JJ "er~tities" .in t he hoepital 
windot.rs . One had a. d oX'!ed heed . The otfters \rere very 
odd s h..,])es . He Qecid:ed not ,to go ~nside . 

Thi s i s the eni of his a.ccO\Ult (althou~ki ho ma..ke-a s ome 
ment ion of assorted e.nomlie.s 'back home ••• eg thil.i his 
spine hurts him ar.d that his T"ol set onoe acreemed '1\ih.o 
are you?" a.t him ) . The G'<ti d-ant a:i gna of mental ill nege 
are very apparent a l l the '1(3;J thl-ough t ha story ' · 
especiall y in t he frequent hea.rihg of voj ~o . 

The Investigat i on 
On reading this account PCFOIC decided the case he.d pote-ntial 
a nd requ.ired. a. full :i,.nV9stigation .. They invited TatTy t o 
Plymouth for a fe" da,ys . He a:rived on 18th september 1982 
t~.l"..d they went uith him to t.he scene of the e vent s to carry 
out a reeo.c.:Jtructi on . Site photographs wer e also ob'tain~d 
(~!!& pl atea) . On t his vi s i-t Terry br ought four :poo"!" and 
fuzzy photographs •~'hich he had taken of t he area in July 
1981 , when he had V:i..si t ed i t with t ffl Ol" i Bi nal BUF\?.AA 
inveetigatora . 'He c4ill'l.ed t ha t each of t hesl!l ha.J "f!nti t iea'' 
on. PUFO!C otudied -the phot ographs carefUlly and f ound 
only patohe:a of :;.-unlight t :n-ough treo :s , or ~ht:.dings i n t he 
gra:ss , where Terry C()nt i nued to in$ist thert~ stood alie-n$ . 
On 'the question of aliens l1e a llegedly saw in t ho hospital 
;.;indO'loo"a PUPOIC w-ere ·e.\ tJa.i!'!.e: to poi nt crut t he laboratory 
equipment and. ot her kinds of machineTy that were visible 
~-ri thin th~ hospit;~..l bui l •iing. Tllei r .Ghape s •..rere W\f'a.rJ~il :iar 

e nough t o create t }\.e i l l\lsi on of seei~ :;.tra.nge oreat urea. 
Dut 'rerr:r was adamant a.ni cl...a..i.nv!ci t.ht!'\ the inves'tigators 
mugt be covering up U.e fact that ~ cou11 see t he a.liens. 

Regarding t ho timo la.paes , reconstJ."Ucti on of t he e ve11ts did 
ver i ty the poeeibi li ty t ha.t 'there might be "t(l() of ~hem. 
Terr y ws. s as}-..ed if he waulcl be tril ling t o !"<!:turn t o De•roh 
later tor regression hypnosis experiments. At :f''ir s t he ~"a$ 
du'bi01lS 'but late..r t;E!emed t o decide t hat he r,,;'Ou l 4 like this . 
r;eanw!>ile PUroiC obtained. t he assiat !1.llce of a qualified 
hypnother8.p i st , a rtr Flynn, who agreed t o consult on t he 
oaso . 1'bay a lso aocur~d t he he l p of llarry Ha.rris , a ~IUFCRA 
meT.lber tofbose tofOr k in rt~;grt~;sa"ion .hypnosis is b~coming we=l l 
kno~om 'to Briti sh re~earchars . Harry P.'B.Tris a.~ed to offer 
advice ani oi't in on the sessions , wher e he W'O'Uld a tDo 
video-r~cord t hem. -Thi ngG ))ere m<Y'rint; t o\·tard~ these 
experiments bei.'"l.g cor.ducted i n ~arly J a l"'UaT'Y 1983. 

Terry photographed bY the hut i tt l<r-hich he c.ar.~J~ed , and. · 
:(rom whor e be cl a imed to see the U'?Os on 2oth a.r.d 21s t 
April 1981 . (Pitoto t PUFOIC) . 

During the weaka leadi..ng' u p to thoae aoeeione thicgs began 
t o go astrll,)' • It was faurd oy cht>nce that:. Terry had visited 
~la.rminster since thoir investigation had begrut , -,;here he had 
told. UFO aut hor Arthur Shut t l <H· .. -ooli all about hi e aigh.tillgs , 
s eemingly e x)XI c ting JYJ.blicits. iloth ·l\erry a.n::l. A:r t hur l-ler e 
t old t hi s ~-as inadvisable. whilst t he case we still \l.!lder 
i nvestigation. 

· Terry ·..ren.t 03.c.k to Pl ymout h on 3rd. J.l.!lua.ry 1983 and 
immediatal:f bega..'"l t o ~sk whi ch wol"ld- famoue uf'ologis-ts had 
boen conE:lul -ted on tho ca.r;e. Ho sei!med. to ha.ve an 
obeeeaion Wit h. Dr J . Al lon Hynek 'be ing i .nformed. lie also 
requ.e$ted. to kno~.; l·lha.t T11 and radio shows ll'lig'ht be 
Ol"-e;s..nieed for him . In vie •,! of' this PUFOIC delayed t he 
h,:rpnods and deci ded -t hat Torry should be cjocked out by 
a doctor ~tho waa consulting Hith them on the ca.~ . The 
witr.ess ~-:a.s not h.aPP.? about this: . 

!ntens:ivii! i nta l"viowing abou t Ter-r-y' s baokg:rOW'ld t ha.n 
proceeded. and tbi& 'Proved crucial . Ee \-.>as a loner w:i t h 
no j ob 1 l i t tle ed.ucation, no friend.s aM o!l.ly one real 
interest - uros. c drank hen.vi ly a nd consumed aspir i n 
t abl!:ts wit~ a .la.rmi n; frequ.enoy . !Ie cl aimed t !l1s WM due 
-t o headaches postda ti ng the encounter~ . He a.! eo began t o 
contr adict hie or ig1nal story so ofte n t hat its reality 
$tat us 'ciecs.me ser i ous ly i n detlbt . After a priva:te roootir.g 
P"UroiC decided to abao:ion the e~se and to ld Terr-:r to pa.c'k 
hi s t'b.inga and return to Su,rTay . ',.Jhon ch.alleng'@d he 
mwnbl ed s o:nething about t h'll ¥:hole. t hing being a hoax aOO. 
t!l.en left. · 

It la..ter ~ found tha.t immedia-tely prior t o e<>ming to 
:Bud loigh sa.ltert on in k.pri l 198 1 Tel""!'Y had visited 
Harmin~ter whore he tried to ge t a job a.nd. sett le down. 
"He fa i l ed. Thi s move 1-as enti rely precipitated by his 
desire t o be ooar the home of UF'Os . :failst ther~ 1 of 
COUI'5e , he sall eovar a.l "UF0s11

• I n hll.'l: Ja.rrua:ry 1983 visi t 
Terry had brou,ght wi:t.!". hiM :four enor.r.ous e.nl.a.r~menta of' 
hi s photogra.phe , with ''a l iens" on. These ~.rera ~wi~ t he 
size of t ebloid nettOpa.pe:rs l He t.-ri ed to presSl.U'e l ""~ s-t­
iga.tors into seeing t he "aliens" . :But the::~ were no moro 
vi3i'ble t han before . He atso "ta l..lf3ld incessant ly &bout 
UFOs and ... ;ould not ~ven ~all-talk a·oout other subje ct !$ ; 
~hich becatne tiresome e·ten f or hardefled UPO inve :3t iga"t ors. 

The s o lution t~·- this ca~e lies i n an o·oseasi ve ,.Qt ne g:il 
whp pe.rpe t ra.ted a. clever hoax after doi n~ his hOme"rork. 
Spaoulat1on as t;o 'riby t-:ould be poin·t less , althou.g-h t he 
fame and f or-tu ne sun.dn.J newepa:pera haY!! recent l.Y aff orded 
certain close encou."'.tor · ... ":itnesses must be bor ne in mind 
by a.ll i nvestig;g,torG • a.r..d t hey s hould keep a.lGrt for the 
danger signals this case 1.1e l l illustrates. It wou ld have 
boan all- too- easy to pr oceod with the :regres:Jion hypnosis , 
create pseud~:>-abduction memor-ie s a.nd manufact ure one more 
cl~ssic cl ~se encounter or :the fourth ki.rul. 

Credi t : ln\•estiga.tion by Eric & Judith. f(orr i s & Martin 
Norr is'n of: FUFOIC • 

• Refer e nces . 

1) see !'ROll!: REPOR'r Vol 3 , llo ) . J anuar y 1983. 

2 ) See l!AOO!!f_~ No 6, 1981 • 

.3) Hi l ary Bva..ns has boon a recent chNn:pion of thi~ ki.OO of 
~ork •.nth llie o.xcellorrt de"'if.s'oificati on or t bo 1977 Dyfed 
l-3..ve , a.nli t he in£amous Ce'rgy Pontoitse abduction oo..se . 

~ t o eVI!rY i s auG o£ ~ a.~ PROBE BRpowr i s in 
p!'epa.ration. compl'it i on ti lt!e i s not yet known, neither a.re 
details a,mil.abl o on ho..., to r eceive a copy. _ However , t hi s 
-."ill be a nnounced iJl BJIFOR:!, PROBS Vol \llne 1, m..unber 1 in 
Janua.ry 1984 . It i a anti ci pated that a smal l fee ~11 be 
charged to cover pootagc and photocopyi.ng e.xpc.z;oca. 



±H!l S\IIlJ!lllCE roll UPOS by Hilary l!v&os . Published by The 
/i.quarian Press in Collaborat i on ldth ASSAP. 160 p_p , 
illuotr..ted with phot ograph.•, !'l'ie» £2 . 50 

'!'hie i• the fi<rl book in a PI'Omi eod series publi shQd by 
Aquar ian Frese and ASSAF , a lthaugh publ i shed joint ly. Ttri..th 
'!'liE 81TillSllCE FOB \TISIOllS OF TI!Il VIRGIN IIARY (revie•"<i 
be l o") , and. i.f' all ths boob, ooet t~ a-tandards oet by 
Hilary Bvan!S 1 o!ferin4;, t hen beth publie\'l.ers wi l l 1)8 very 
pleased by con·tributing something very ~orlhwhi le onto 
t he ID3rket of t hO pa.rano=al . Tl!S EV!DE~lCE FQR I!FOS is 
very basic and. is certainly not intended to cover ne\'T 
ground .. llo new tb.&ori8G aro proffered, bu't the old ones 
a:re i."lst ead. evaluated, giving t he 'new' reader ,_brief 
sUII'JIIe.ry of ><ha.t "" ha"" aU been eayiog and tlrinkin<; over 
the la.st thirty- five years . The ' experienced ' student 
(said with aome N:G!:lrW by t he :reve•J8r - at lenst until 
it is clear ".that a..'l ' e~erienced 1 ufologist :i_2 , a.nd if 
a l one makea them in any wa.,y respectab le )' , will not obta in 
much from. this book , although i t is writte-n in a ver y 
easy otyl e and ><ill certainly not o• a drawn-out t ask to 
r ead . 

Evans staJ:ts the book ;.Ji t h 11 sunvna:ry of t he phenomenon a..s 
a whole 1 and then examines the social i1Dplicatio.nq in the 
s:eeond. chapter - i n other w-ords , ho'" s ocial and cultural 
background..<; can affect the 1.a;y the witne!Ui peroeive!S the 
UFO , and how it gats t'OpoMed depending on tho religious 
importance or t ypo of OJ.lture of the envi:rorl!'len.t. SOiDe 
see UFO& as angl es 1 otbor s see t hom as messengers of the 
doVil, or perbape Blosecd Vir gin Marya ~or visitors from 
ot her stars and planet s . This ohapter also looks at 
.. bduct ions (althOU8b t o be dealt «ith 1110re t boroughl.f i n 
a later book in t his aer ies) and contact olaimo , Blld auks 
"'ilethe.r t hoy arc products of t he m.i.Dd. or if' t hey wore 
reo.l events tba.t e.ctua.l ly ba.ppe!l<ld. B•sic speculstion 
that domir.a.t os moat arti cles. t hat seem to be 'Nl'itten at 
t he mo!DOnt 1 but M'l/e'l"tM l eas 3till written in an inte!'­
eatir.g ma.nne.r. 

Then Hilary attempts t o assess the e vidence , offeTi i'\S' a 
·varied O..S3 ort~DCnt of tnteresting cases (not maasoa o! LITS 
cases I am glad to say) over tlu-ee chapter~ coverir.g 
phy!Sioal evi dence , .\ci.tn&as evidence and photographic 
evidence - a.nd evon t he a ttitude- of the sceptics . By f s.r 
t he a~ost interesting chapter~ are t he la:!t tvo ,,..her e Hilary 
a&sesses t he evidence col!.ect ed. to date . He acknowledges 
the C'-JI'l'ent mod~ of t hought in t ha.t tha oro phenOII'Ienon i s 
being understood as pl>~n~nena. - in othi!!r word& t hat uros 
r epl"esent · n multi-facet e d prOble!!l . He suggests tha.t no ON!: 
explanation i:s over going to s ol ve a.ll U?O casez , a.s each 
t he ory so f ar can e.t best only explain ~ cases . The RTR 
d o9~;; not explain s:--al l LITS oas~s , tmorc rn1nature balls of 
light ~e seen to manoeuvre in O''Jr a.i:rsp;1ce, me~ing no 
~nore than a :few inches; the !Sart.h Li g.'ltt s t h~ory dDf!s not 
satiafactorily oxpl a i n t ha tmll ti- »i t n9f;S oboer;.ta.tion.s of 
a-pparent solid cra.f't (t hat especi.s.lly t ake pla.oe in non-.faul .t 
axeas ); natural phenor~ena can onl,y account :tor a J::~UZnber of 
caeca , a e can ll'liB1dent if1cations s.r.d ))()ssible ~o.,.m se oret 
woapo.na ~tiould t hey be the cause of' s Oflle UJ.i'O ,report$ . Evans 
points oUt that t ho i ndistinguish-:l.ble over lap of' these 
various phenomen!l l'llllcoa for oo~w.3ing a!!alysie;. 

At the erxi of the boolc, t he author ' s :peruona.l a.sgessment 
offers .F,WR oouroez of uro phenomena , or 'lfhi~h t 11o wi l l no 
doubt be met with s cene rfts i s ta.nce . · Hi lary specula.t es that 

.a bio l ogical i nte l l i gence exists that can 11\alli.:feet i tself 
i n our a:br.ospher e a.e a ·bal l of light, and. can and does r eact 
to thoae nearby aa reported in. t he Missou:ri stud.,y by Dr 
Harley Rut1"'4;9 in PROJEOI· llll<lfriF'ICJITIOII. The othe~ blocl<­
buster i~ tba.t Hila:ry Evans appear-s to ae;cept t ha-t some UFO& 
a r e actually ertra-terres-tria.l ·io oriein.. l'..o appreciates 
tho l aok or euppor t i va ovidonoe , but makos his opinion f't'o!l'l 
stud.yinc t he ~a.l th of mterial that was u sed i n preau.mabl.y 
writing t his book. I t is fair to S33 t hat this revowr ~£ 
ourprised to r ead th!>t final paragraph, yet it is a.l M fa.ir 
to say t hat I ha.ve nat bad to S'U..IImarisc the ent ire collect ed 
-:nass of UFO evidence on record. 
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RE\1IEW§ 

In !;UilJlling up '!'!IE Blfll>l.liCE F'CR UFOS , i t nrust M Bnid th&t in 
summic.; Ui;l tho 'r.il.olc t opic in lL very l i mited book, ma.cty 

intr i guin!! aspects are fleet ingly r@.fl!!rred t o rlthout 
sufficient development a T.llie ~ be because the author ;ta.S 

restri cted on word munber (a3· the companion book (.t;O!.s on~ 
152 pages i n l ength) but. it ne,rertheleas does l e1';a,en t he 
book. as a f'u.lly i ns t:rtl.cti ve documont. :But , being ~(l" itte.n 
by someone 'tiell-ver sed in eut"l'e:it· ufologica.l t r ends • he i s 
not naive, and no doubt aimed this book a t · a. more geno!'al 
reader. ttl"'.atever , Hilary oerta.in.l.,y r eminds -nc( that there 
are ~s out there, despite ew-rcnt droughts i n report s ! 

Ian l':rcyglod 

THE E11IDERCE F'Ol! \TISIO!!S 0~ T~ VlRGnl liA.l\Y by Kevin 
McClure. Published by 'l'hc Aq.1arian Presa in col laboration 
with As&P. 152 pp, illustrated •dt h photographs , 12 . 50 

Published <<ith T!IE Elfll>l:ll<E .!lOR UFOS , ~his cOClpleteo the 
fire\ offer ing in tha teries . Tbie. book deal~ wit-h a 
sub ject both fascinating and dif'FiOJ.lt to convey 1 due to 
its sensitiw religiou"O nature , but Xev4-n IioCl~e h!:l.s 
tr~~ooedded a.dmira bly in hi e task , and hie book ia a we-ll­
wr i tten , Lcvel-hea.d.C:d ;:u:ui sane approach to alleged I·Iarian 
s.Ppari t ionG witioh dol!ls r.o i njustice to r eligion. Al l t he 
l.:le l l known alleged. appari tions of the Vit'gin Mary f :rocn 
1ftah;ingham t c;> Cara.Oand.o.l are examined , plus some lesser 
known ones , and the e.vaila.bl e evidenC6 &.nalysed. This i e 
not e!Sl.J Bince in pract ical ly every case the per c i pients 
a.re hardly i deal wi.tn.ets ~natcrial and., cine to the 
invol vement of" t he religious o.nd. secular authorit i es , 
impartial investi gati on is, sadly lacking. 

The asse ssment of the evid~noe is well bala.need. and one 
cannot bu.t CCX!I9 t o the eoncluoion, o.s does t he author, 
that a. strong subject i?e element is involved . lluch of the 
evidence: i s hardl.T pr oof of a supernatura l visitation t o 
the ser iO"C.s re:searo."rter , although it i f t en is to the faith­
:t'ul. All eged mB e:sa.ges roooiwd. by the witne ssee , apart 
t"ro11 prophesi es ye t un:f'ulfil led t lia.rdly consti t u:\e evidence 
for appearances of t he Mother of God. , boiD.g, as t he ;mthor 
:puta it , O&r"rot-and-stiok ty-pe reli~ous admonitions . 
Therl!: is, ho~ver, a s t r ong possibility t hat the wi-tnesses 
have oertain psyohio abi l i.t1e3 and undergo experi&.nouo 
which to them are o£ Cl very rMl rwturo, even if e xPreeeed 
as an arch@typal rl!! ligious experience .. 

Clearly Marian apparit ion!! constitute e fasei..nati..ng 
sub ject which, 2;5 t he author a&ys, . derends fu..rther invest­
igati on. Readers of t his book tr.ay wo.oder why !"ecent 
i nvest i gations into the Pa.t ima case have not been n:ent­
ionod, and I haV9 askod Kevin t~oCluro hi..tnee l f t hia wry 
queetion. His reply was tl'.at t hese investigatio~ ~~:ere 
.u.fologicall,y orientated. r.nd. as 3\lOh did not constitute 
valid tta'terial. for a book of thin nature. They have not , 
ho~:ever , beett neglected by t he ~uthor since be infol"QB zr.e 
that all avai lable cvidonoo on t he :1atina. case •'ill be 
examined L"l a tu.tura publ ication. 
I t is thi s ob ject i w a pproach which me.ke s this book so 
readabl e s.n.d s o impOrta.nt , f or it is t he fi.re.t book on this 
subject by an impartial rosoareher and inwstigator and a 
must far the s er i ous &tudent or paranormal phenomena . · 

Geoff .Bird. 

EUOW'l'I ON Fll(ll! SPAC!l by F<ed l!oylo 8J'.d Cbandra llicl<r..,..sint:he , 
published by Paladin (Granade.) , 195PP, illust rated ldth 
d iagrams. £1 . 95· · 

This is a atartlin& and controw<sial book by two emi.nant 
astronomere which will interes t a l l tho~e seeking t o de l ve 
turther ini.o the JVSteries of evolution.. The authors argue 
t ha.t O'lll' evolution hae a l ways been subject t o cosmic 
i nfluence a.nd relates biologr t o astronom;,y1· p!"esent iD~:" to 
the reader an anti- Darwinian theory of · eVolution that is 
a ciooti.fi cal ly baaad, unlike tho traditional biblical vio,... 
point . 

Dsl"win i e weighed in the balances and found. wnti.ng 1 includ­
ing the fossil evid.ence t and the a.uthore e.ccuse u.:s of being 
p«>-Cope<nican in our ooncepta regarding Earth and ita place 



in t he Univcree . Qenes 1 tbe authors argue, are cosmic i n 
origin and arrive ·as DNR err JUT.~ , not only in t ho tails of 
ecnaet!l b\lt propelled b;t the p:resaure of light ttaves from 
the stars , .at very high speeds .. This book will not urxl.ear 
i:he authors to t he soien\i:f'ic establishme!lt, however the 
evidence presented. is itnpreash·e and t hought-yr ovoking. 
EVOWTIOlf F9.0\i S?A.ct is l"eCO!l1flended for renders ·,dth a 
scientific bont - it is $peci~list mater i al which tW! 
gem~ral r eader rni~t ·r in.1. a. littl~ hea:\'y. 

Geo!f Bird 

:Sook reviews held over unti l next issue ; 

l!EYOliD Tim l!Oir! by Suaan J . Blackmore ( ?ALIIDi l'l) 

RAUN'riJIGS AND APPARITIONS by Andre'"' l'.ac~enzie (PALI.Dlll) 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE IN THE PENNINES HILARY EVANS 

~ Q~~<s~~~ ~®®~ ~~WU~W 

How often \fC havt1 said it : the"r'e' s no need to write 
sansationa.l iaed books a.bout uros, because uro.e are. quite 
sonsati onu.l enough in t heir own right. }Je l l, he~ ' s our 
chance t o see how right: ~ are . Qra.nada Publishing, to 
their credit, have a.llo;ced J C!II\.:J Randles t o publ ish an 
bone at, Uh.ot;eru~ationa.li:sed, ~ 11-docwnented a ooount o! t ho 
recent happanings in -west Yorkshire . Now the qu.esi.icn ie, 
Ifill i t sell better than THE \€LSi! T?.IANGlE 1 T!E UNih'lfl'l'EJ) 
and T@ JANOS PEOPlE? 

Of course, t 'hat 1n not ·t he only que:;-tion. l t i sn 't cwn 
'\.he most important quo3tion. But i t •s a question ful l of 
&igr.ifica.llee f"or Bri t ish u f o l ogy. We have a tina tradition 
in thls country or serious , intel ligent trri ting in journals 
as witneoo PROBE REP0!!'£ 1 li',AGOlf!A, FSR , J - TAP, OSEAP JCURJUL 
and. IJlaD3 otherG past ar;rl. present. ~t our l ess ephemeral 
li tera.ture i s oparse· and shal low compared wi. t h that of , 
say , F:rance; both Ita.l.y &."l.d Spain can boaot o. far be1.ter 
record. . A few books of t he calibre of THE PEIINDI!l uro 
~ could. he lp to correct t he inba. lanoe .. 

They coul d a.ls? ~o w~t i s of CQUr5C t.. more "impor 'tllJlt ~ob , 
th .. t Of enhar.Clng tho credibility of t he Uro itself . 
She.bby &nd sensa.tion8.list book:J li~ t hose msntiomd above 
:rust have helped to d~ stroy ~ilatever belie-r the general 
public hold , that utology i s; a subject 'lo'Ortby ot ssrioua 
soi~ ntific interest; a.a a. result , tho study h.ae bad -to be 
~ried. on by a. b:.l.ndf'ul of single-minded people Hho could 
se& that behind the surface absut"'d.itios a.nd a.mbigui t i es 
there is a.n i111por tant l"eali'ty . Of t hose dedicated 
i.ndividuals , none ha.~ been more aotive and oare. et~:thu~ia­
stio than Jo.nn,y Rtutd.les herself. She has often been a 
controversi al figul"e : sometimes her e nthu.siasm has os.used 
her t o overreach her~e lf, evoki.ng personal . vituperation of 
t hat peCillia:rl:r recriminatory kind which Geoms to afflict 
srnall group$ of over-intense enthuBia3t s . But th:rougbout 
i't a.l. l GhC: baG oon&istently a\a.inta.i.ned a d~vo iion to the 
highes t rlo.nda.rds , even if i t ba.sn't alwayG bean wi t hin 
her power to maintain those s-tanda.rd!J in praotieo. Her 
new book is a tr iumphant vin:f.ica.tion o:f her policy. 

It i s not e;.sy to etBer an acceptable cou:r:se 'oetween 
prenenM.ng an official r eport on· the one hand an1 • 
popular account on the other; too' of"ten the 'Writer cats 
bocged do·.m in the .a:d~tia.e of trivia. one m.omen:~, and t he 
nert slips; over i~t.o t he uli t tlo did I gue:Js, a.~ I ::Jet off 
for Scunthorpo that drizzly Monday marn1fi8.u" .Senn,y ' s 
ne!'o' book st~e.ra a. middle oourse Wich should a.ppoa.l to the 
;~orking u:tologist ilr.d. the ma.n in t he street 1;1like. She 
makes no conce3sions 'to the suppo2ed prsferenoes of a 
popular reader ship, bu't ~esenta tbe events in all their 
complexity. bringing toget her the activitieS of e. great ma.ny 
separate STOUPS and iJxiividuo.l s whose contributions she 
genorous:ly acknow-ledges . 

The.,..b ook is well provided with reference~ , a ttributions .and 
aclc:D?wledgement3 1 o.nd every i ncident i s r eferred back t o its 
or1~~1 uouroe. At -thl!l came ti~De , sh9 is ab l e to s-tand 
bo.o);· ~':Oil her. 3\Wject "to take a broad. pe!"Spoctive a.rd. present 

. it l ue,>,dl;r. iU1d ]':"roeptively . ~ihen describing ambiguous 
ovidoil.<;c - ani moa t of it is aD~biguous ! - sh!! gives u:s all 
the ·qptions, making no eecret of ·her own d ou'bts a.nd. 'UJloert­
o. j,..nti,~'s . The resu l t is inevitably a. somewha.t incoherent 
narrntive wbich lacks a satisfactory conolu:sion - but t hen 
tha.t is precisely vlat 'ihe affair "itself proaonts . 

'I'IJE J'E!IliTNE UFO m'STl!RY gains vastly f'rom Jenny ' o li:ide 
kno;.,ledgo ot hor oubject 1 whicb enables heJ' to drcl., usef"lll 
pa.rallela •..ri. th other cases wid.0ly sopa.ra.tod in tiJr.e and. 
pla.oo . Similarly , her a~eneas of r elevant r esearch 
s tud-ies a.d.do an important dimension, enabling her to illum­
inate the Pennina inoid~nts fror~ the work. of roecarchere a.s 
vt\l'18d e.s Persinger 1 Ju.ng , La.woon and Devereux. All t his 
i!; do~, ho• .. "9vor, .,_"i t bout bogging t~e reader down ill heavy 
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discuzsion: Jenh,y {ai t ee l'T.it h such total ihvolvernent "that 
only the dulleut reader could t a.i 1 . to be dr~um into the · 
exoitement of the qu.est 1 aharing t b.e inveet1~t<X!"e ' baffltt­
llent at the eni8m& conf'rontin~; them t &."ld their ss.tistacti<'n 
when some piece of the jig!ia:w actual ly seems to fi t into a 
larger picture. 

The reader may hesitate, as I do , t o agree with t he author 
in every reapeot. I wa:s ~orrt t o saG no roferBnoe to 
Rutl~' s PROJECT I llSh'TIFICATION , t~hich I would ha\1'0 
thoU&bt extremely r e levant; arxi it is a pity the b ook was;: 
written too t30on to take into account t he parallel2 with the 
extraordina.ry U6'0 sigbtings ourrentl.Y oc~rif>.g in Norway . 
~er ~rie:f reference to Eopkins' MISSING TIME, doeE: lesa -than 
JUst ~ ce to a poi.nt of View •n'hich , t hough I a.m. J%'Sel f di ffi­
dent abQUt a:wallowir.g i t t ... hole t I oonsider i t vitall:r 
important t hat we should t ak• very seriously. . 

On a. more mundane level , I would ba'Ve l i ked aome maps to 
show where everything was happe!l.ing, am a. chronologie&l 
t ilnetable o P t~ incidents would have helped t he reader 
~ep t rack of t he complex web of e •1ents . And why couldn 1 \ 

we have had Alan Godtroy•s own witneSS ~kEtches - or are 
they government property? 

But these ~e minor chortcom.1ngs in what io a. really 
pr aiseworthy effort, which I rea.d wi \b eontinuoc.s admir­
ation for t be a.uthor a a well as a sustair..ed exci tettent 
about t he subject. It ao:ne of us had. re~arva.tiong about 
her previous book , ALIElt cotrncr , we' need have nona about 
thiG new book, . which rea.tfira~s tba.t , by the Dreedth of h8r 
knowledge and the doptll o! her i!laight 1 Jenlly Randles is 
t he best uf'ologi:st wo bs.ve . I ha."e deliberately said 
nothine S:peoifically a.bou.t the subjeot matter of the book. 
SOme r ead.ars l-lil l be a.wa.rc of ao!!".e of the i.ncidents as -they 
haV"e bean spora.d.ica.l ly reported in the media.· th~y will be 
glad as ! am to have them placed in a. broad6~ perspeeti ...,e 
and illuminated. by reference· to extornal material. lro 
~ary of mine could do justice .to an affair whose 
interest consists partly, at l east, in its eccnple:c.ity and 
i n the ambi.g'~ous bu.t apparent interoonneotions oetwoon oM 
i ncident iLJ'd. another . 

One thir.g, though , comes through loud and. clear. 'l'he 
query whioh ha2: been b a ndied about a lot late l.y, tfhere 
have all· the U.?O:a ,:one?, ic shown to be as much of a Don- · 
question ~ most work:ing ufolof:is t !:J suspected. I won-'t be 
eo glib as to say that uros are alive and n-ell and living 
in West York:lhire t if' onl.,y bcc;:suso there is pl enty of 
activity going- on elsewhere - bore in south-Easi London 
to name just one area. The UFOo are still wry much ...nth 
u.s; a.."'ld tha.n}::u t o investigator s l ike · thos~ vh.ose work 
Jenn,y chronioloe here , they aN now being studied -;..'it~ a 
su...~r o.xpertise , and with a greater a wareness of t ho iasue e 
t hat may bo pertin.'lnt , than ever be:!'ore. For this the 
ored.it mu.at go :in l argtl part -to jonny heree l f , -.'bo haG 
boon the eloquent spokesperson for a now school of scient­
ifi oa.lly-mindcd i nvostiga.tors whose methods and a.pproacb 
~ f"ar beyond simpl e reporti ng of tho r eported. :facto, a.nd 
'WtlO consider each event in a spectrum of i.'npli cations 
whioh ra,nse frot11 geopb,)'JO;ical !'orces a.t one erlrece to 
psyohoaooial fa.otOr11 at the other • 

I t i3 this broa.d-mil"..ded, mult i--di s ciplinary approach·, a.s 
o.pposed to dedication to a singl e hypothesis t o the exclU­
eion of otber.s, which ·typifies all that i s beat . in tnod.ern 
iu"ology; and .Tell.I\Y' G new book is a tim~ly ~u:DJtJ.ple of t he 
approach . When back .in ·1979 I reviewed tho book :;he wrote 
With P& ter \t"...rrington, UFOS: A BR1TISE VIEWPOINT , I wrote 

_ "..:itb this book, Bt'itlsh ufolog:y co:~es of a.ge11
• "liith her 

new book , Jenny puta into pra.otice t he principl es ou.tl ined 
in that ea.rlior book , a.cd the r esult is a tri'l¥llpbllnt · 
vindicatLon. llow l ot ' " hopo that all those ..bo b0\1€ht Tl!Fl 
WELSH TRIANGlE , THE mf!llVI'rED , iU1d TEl: J.lo.NOS !'!!:OPlE ..nii-­
bey Tl!E l'!lllNINE Uli'O l!YSTERY ~>nd find ou.t wba.t ufol ogy is 
reall y about. ··-
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